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Career Overview 
 

Benno Werlen, born 10th October 1952 in Munster/VS (Switzerland), holds the UNESCO 
Chair on Global Understanding for Sustainability (https://www.unesco.uni-jena.de/), the 
Friedrich Schiller University Jena. He is a fellow of the World Academy of Art & Sciences 
and the Max Weber Center for Cultural and Social Studies, a member of the Academia 
Europaea, chair of the IGU Commission on Global Understanding, is the founder and chair 
of The Jena Declaration on the Cultural and Regional Dimension of Global Sustainability’, 
initiator and executive director of the International Year of Global Understanding (IYGU) 
(https://www.global-understanding.info/) including some 40 Regional Actions Centers, 
approved by the UNESCO General Conference, proclaimed by the three major science 
councils of the Human (CIPSH), Social (ISSC) and Natural Sciences (ICSU).  

That long standing experience with the cooperation between engaged citizens, politicians, 
social and natural scientists as well as scholars of the humanities in a bottom-up approach is 
the focal point of his research, institutional and civic engagement as founder and holder 
UNESCO Chair on Global Understanding for Sustainability and most recently of The Jena 
Declaration (https://www.thejenadeclaration.org/), founded in cooperation with the 
Canadian and German commissions for UNESCO, The Club of Rome, the World Academy 
of Art and Science as well as the International Geographical Union and endorsed by many 
international unions and academic organizations.  

In 2016 Werlen was awarded the Lauréat d’honneur of the International Geographical 
Union, the highest scientific honorary prize by the IGU, for his lifelong contributions to 
geographical science, as an internationally recognized scholar, and for opening up new paths 
of scientific cooperation at the highest level. Until 2018 he was the Chair for Social 
Geography at the Friedrich Schiller University Jena.  

Dr. Werlen holds degrees from the Faculties of the Humanities, and Natural Sciences. He 
worked at the Universities of Kiel, Fribourg, Zurich, Salzburg, Geneva, Nijmegen, and the 
ETH Zurich. He has been a visiting scholar at the University of Cambridge (King’s College 
& Sidney Sussex College), the London School of Economics, and the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA). As a ‘key thinker on space and place’ (Sage 2011), he 
published widely on society-space relations under globalized conditions.  

He served as a panel member for the European Research Council for ‘Environment and 
Society’ for Advanced Grants (2008-15), the French National Research Agency (ANR) in the 
field of Social and Human Sciences (2008-12), as Chair of the IGU Commission ‘Cultural 
Approach in Geography’ (2004-16), as a Member of Council of the World Cultural Forum 
(Taihu, China) (since June 2016), and most recently – invited UNEP in partnership with 
Joint Research Centre of the European Commission (JRC) and the International Science 
Council  (ISC) – participant of the Europe regional foresight workshop to establish an 
institutionalized approach to foresight and horizon scanning for future UN sustainability 
policies. He has published 17 books and more than 200 papers in scientific journals and books 
and has given more than 400 keynote presentations at universities and conferences across five 
continents in the fields of geography, sociology, economics, political sciences, philosophy, 
history, cultural anthropology, environmental sciences, linguistics etc., and organized about 100 
scientific conferences and conference sessions on all continents. He edited the ICSU-
sponsored volume ‘Global Sustainability’ (2015, Springer). In his contribution to the IGU 
publication “A Geographical Century”, celebrating the Centennial International Geographical 
Congress, he sketched out with “Global Understanding” a new twenty-first century 
geographical paradigm for research and sustainability policies. 
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Prof. Benno Werlen graduated from the faculty of humanities in Geography (Fribourg 1980) 
with a dissertation on the critique of ‘Functionalism in Geography, Social Sciences and the 
Humanities’, after having completed a master’s teaching degree in German and French 
literature. In addition to geography, he studied ethnology, sociology, and economics, and 
began his academic career as a geographer in 1980 at the faculty of natural sciences at the 
University of Kiel (Germany). He primarily worked on the epistemology, methodology, and 
(social) theoretical framework of an action-centered and space-oriented scientific research 
approach, as well as related space and place concepts. The widely acclaimed book 
‘Gesellschaft, Handlung und Raum’ (Steiner 1987, 3rd edition 1997), was published in English 
translation as ‘Society, Action, and Space. An alternative Human Geography’ by Routledge 
(1993). Together with his other book publications the introduction to social geography 
(‘Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung’, Haupt 2000, translated into Korean, 2003) influenced 
many generations of students towards a paradigm shift from a spatial to an action approach.  

In the three volumes of ‘Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen’ [Social Geography 
of Everyday Regionalizations] (vol. 1: Zur Ontologie von Gesellschaft und Raum’ [On the 
Ontology of Society and Space], Werlen, 1995, 2nd edition 1999; vol. 2: Globalisierung, 
Region und Regionalisierung [Globalization, Region and Regionalization], Werlen 1997, 3rd 
edition 2017; vol. 3: Ausgangspunkte und Befunde empirischer Forschung [Starting points 
and findings of empirical research] Werlen developed the action theory approach towards a 
practice-centered approach, radicalizing the theoretical turn from ‘space’ to ‘action’ into the 
approach of world-relations. With the two Volumes on ‘Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit’ 
[Societal Spatiality] including vol. 1 ‘Orte der Geographie’ [Places of Geography] and vol. 2 
‘Konstruktionen geographischer Wirklichkeiten‘ [Construction of Geographical Realities] he 
delivers a systematic overview of the geographical theory development and delivers the 
approach of ‘societal spatial relations’ that is applied later in the series ‘Knowledge and 
Space’ to field of ‘Knowledge and Action’ (co-ed. with P. Meusburger 2017) and the 
‘Religion and Urbanity’. Most recently it was translated into Spanish; the publication in 
Portuguese is in preparation.  
 
In his work, Dr. Werlen argues in favor of researching the processes of the construction of 
the social world through human action. His ‘social geography of everyday regionalizations’ 
(…) is (…) a keystone for debating the issues of space and environment in other disciplines 
as well as geography’ (Lippuner 2011, p. 461). Werlen has been evaluated in 2010 as by far 
the most-cited academic German Human Geographer of the first decade of the 21st century 
(Steinbrink et al. 2010, p. 20). His writings have been published in various languages, 
including German, English, French, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Slovak, and 
Korean. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benno-werlen-b5329839/ 
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Personal Profile 
 

First Name Benno 
Last Name Werlen 

 
Date of Birth 10–10–1952 
Place of Birth Münster/VS (Switzerland) 

Nationality Swiss 

Languages German, English, French 
 

Address Department of Geography 
 Friedrich Schiller University Jena 
 Loebdergraben 32 

07743 Jena 
Germany 

 
Phone Office: ++49-3641–94 88 40 

  Mobile: ++49-178 472 36 60 
Fax Office: ++49-3641–94 88 42 

 
Email benno.werlen@gmail.com 

benno.werlen@uni-jena.de 
 
Internet https://www.unesco.uni-jena.de/  
 http://global-understanding.info/ 
 https://www.thejenadeclaration.org/ 
 
Social Media: https://www.linkedin.com/in/benno-werlen-

b5329839/ 
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CURRENT THEMATIC SPECIALTIES 
 

• Action theoretical Geography 

• Analysis of Globalization Processes in Action-Centered Perspective 

• Societal Ecology and Global Sustainability 

• Globalization and Urbanization Processes 

• Methodology and Epistemology of Social Sciences and Human Geography 

• Regionalist and Nationalist Discourses 
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EDUCATION 

 
Spring 1995. Venia legendi for Human Geography (University of Zurich, Faculty of 

Sciences) 

Fall 1993. Habilitation (University of Zurich, Faculty of Sciences) Thesis: 
Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen. 566 p. (Social Geography of Everyday 
Regionalizations) 

Fall 1985. Ph.D. (University of Fribourg, Faculty of Philosophy) Thesis: 
Handlungstheoretische Sozialgeographie. 506 p. (summa cum laude) (Action Centered 
Social Geography) 

Spring 1980. Lic.Phil. I (University of Fribourg, Faculty of Philosophy) Thesis: 
Funktionalismus in Sozialwissenschaft und Geographie 304 p. (summa cum laude) 
(Functionalism in Social Sciences and Geography) Main Subject: Geography. 2nd. 
Subjects: Cultural Anthropology, Sociology and Political Economy 

Spring 1976. Masters in Teaching (University of Fribourg) Second Teacher Degree for 
Secondary School Subjects: German Literature, French Literature, Geography, 
Psychology 
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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

 
2023. Nomination for “UNEP-ISC Horizon-scanning and Foresight Board” for future 

sustainability policies of the UN and international science organizations by the IGU 

Since 2020. Fellow of the World Academy of Art and Science 

Since 2020. Board Member of the Academia Europaea for the Social Sciences 

Since 2019. Member of the Academia Europaea 

Since 2019. Fellow of the Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies Erfurt 

Since 2018. UNESCO Chair on Global Understanding for Sustainability 

1998–2018. Full Professor at the Institute of Geography, Friedrich-Schiller-University of 
Jena; Chair for Social Geography 

2016-19. Associated Fellow of the Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social 
Studies Erfurt 

Since 2016. Advisor for the Taihu World Cultural Forum (China) 

Since 2014. Member of Board APHELEIA: Humanities European Association for Cultural 
Integrated Landscape Management (Maçao/Portugal): 

2012-2014 Consultant Institute of Environment and Resources, Taiwan 

2007-2018. Member of the Research Center ‘Laboratory of the Enlightenment: Jena and 
Weimar’ 

2008-2015. Guest Professor at Radbound University in Nijmegen 

Fall 2007-2014. Member of the Jena Research Institute ‘Interdisciplinary Study of 
Societies’ JenZIG 

Fall 2007-2012. Research Coordinator ‘Social space-time relations,’ JenZIG, Jena Center of 
Interdisciplinary Social Research 

Fall 2005. Nomination as Full Professor at University of Geneva/Switzerland (declined 
offer Spring 2006) 

April 2005 - April 2006. Guest Professor in Human Geography at the Institute of 
Geography, University of Geneva 

Since Spring 2002. Member of the Research Institute for Social and Cultural Studies, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

Since Fall 2001. Member of the Faculty of the Social Sciences Friedrich-Schiller-University 
of Jena 

Since Spring 2001. Cooperation Partner of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (Prof. 
Matt Hannah, University of Vermont at Burlington) 

Spring 2001. Visiting Scholar at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) (Feb.- 
March) 

Fall 2000. Visiting Scholar at the London School of Economics (LSE) (Nov.-Dec.) 

Fall 2006. Nomination as Full Professor at University of Geneva/Switzerland (declined 
offer Spring 2006) 

1997-2000. Member of the DFG, DAAD & Max Plank Institutes Expert Group on 
“Cultural turn and area-studies”: The reform of regional funding structures, Bad 
Homburg, Werner-Reimers-Stiftung. 
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Spring 1998. Nomination as Full Professor in Social Geography at Friedrich-Schiller- 
University of Jena for Spring 1998 

Spring 1997. Nomination as Full Professor at University of Bergen/Norway (declined offer 
Fall 1997) 

Fall 1996. Nomination as Associate Professor at Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 
Spring 1996. Guest Professor in Social Geography at the Institute of Geography, 

Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena/Germany 

Spring 1995 - Fall 1998, Guest Professor at the Faculty of Science, University of Zurich 

Fall 1995. Guest Professor in Human Geography, University of Salzburg/Austria 

Spring 1989 - Fall 1990. Visiting Scholar at the University of Cambridge (UK) Member of 
High Table at Kings College, Cambridge 

1988 - 1998. Lecturer in Geography at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), 
Zurich 

Spring 1986 - Fall 1996. Director of Studies and Research in Social Geography at the 
Institute of Geography, University of Zurich 

Spring 1986 - Fall 1996. Researcher in Human Geography at the Institute of Geography, 
University of Zurich 

Fall 1984 - Fall 1985. Assistant at the Institute of Geography, University of Zurich 

Fall 1983 - Spring 1997. Lecturer in Social Geography at the Faculty of Science, University of 
Zurich 

Fall 1981 -Spring 1984. Assistant at the Institute of Geography, University of Fribourg 
(Prof. Jean Luc Piveteau) 

Fall 1980 - Spring 1981. Assistant at the Institute of Geography, University of 
Kiel/Germany (Prof. Dietrich Bartels) 

Fall 1977 - Spring 1980. Assistant at the Institute of Geography, University of 
Fribourg/Switzerland (Prof. Jean Luc Piveteau) 

 
 

Awards 
 

2018. Best Practice Prize of the European Commission: APHELEIA Project (with 
Technical University of Tomar) 

2016. Laureat d’honneur of the International Geographical Union (lifelong contributions to 
geographical science) 

2015. Honorary Guest of the American Association of Geographers Annual Conference, San 
Francisco 

2005. Outstanding Teacher Award of the Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena (“Lehrpreis 
des Rektors”) 

1999. Outstanding Teacher Award (“Gustav von Zahn Preis”) Institute of Geography, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

1998. Outstanding Teacher Award (“Gustav von Zahn Preis”) Institute of Geography, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

1997. Outstanding Teacher Award (“Gustav von Zahn Preis”) Institute of Geography, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 
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PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

Internat ional  Involvement 
 

Since 2021. Initiator and Chair of The Jena Declaration on Cultural and Regional 
Dimensions of Global Sustainability 

Since 2019. Member of the Presidium United Nations Association of Germany – 
Section Central Germany 

Since 2010. Initiator and Executive Director of the International Year of Global 
Understanding 

Since 2016. Chair of the International Geographical Union (IGU) Commission C11 ‘Global 
Understanding’ 

Since 2013. President of the German National Committee of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU) 

2008-15. Panel Member for the European Research Council for ‘Environment and Society’ 
for Advanced Grants 

2008-12. Panel Member for the ‘French National Research Agency (ANR)’ in the field of 
Social and Human Sciences (Program Blanc; Program Jeune Chercheuse et Chercheur) 

Since 2007. General Coordinator of the IGU-Initiative for an ‘International Year of Global 
Understanding’ (IYGU) 

Since 2006. Member of the management team of the IGU-Initiative CCHD 

Since 2005. Member of the Steering Committee of the IGU-Initiative CCHD 

2004-2016. Chair of the IGU Commission C04 ‘The Cultural Approach in Geography’ 

2002-04. Corresponding Member of the IGU Study Group/Commission ‘The Cultural 
Approach in Geography’ (Chair. Prof. Paul Claval, Paris) 

 
Committees 

2020. Member of the Appeal Committee ‘W3-Politische Geographie’ (W3 Political 
Geography), University of Heidelberg 

2010. Chairman of the Appeal Committee ‘W3-Didaktik der Geographie’ (W3 Didactics of 
Geography), Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

2009. Chairman of the Appeal Committee ‘W3-Wirtschaftsgeographie’ (W3 Economic 
Geography), Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

2004-16. Chair of the IGU Commission ‘Cultural Approach in Geography’ 

2004-14. Member of the Scientific Commission of the Evaluation Organization ACQUIN 
‘Bachelor and Master Study Programs at German Universities’ 

2003-07. Member of the working group German Association of Geographers ‘Institutional 
Reform of Teaching in Geography: Bachelor and Master Study Programs’ 

2003-07. Chair of the Working Group ‘Institutional Reform of Teaching in Geography: 
Bachelor and Master Study Programs’ Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

1994. Member of the ‘Maturitätskommission’ (Secondary School Leaving Qualification 
Commission) of the Swiss Institute of Geography 
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1992-93. Member of the Working Group ‘Numerus Clausus in Geography?’ 
1991-92. Member of the Working Group ‘Institutional Reform of Teaching in Geography’ 

1988-89. Member of the Working Group ‘Reform of the Teaching Program in Geography’ 

1986-87. Chair of the Committee ‘The Educational Situation at Institutes of Geography in 
Switzerland,’ Association of Swiss Geographers 

1985-86. Chair of the Committee ‘Analysis of the Institutes of Geography in Switzerland,’ 
Association of Swiss Geographer 

 
 

Adminis t ra t ive  Invo lvement 
 

2007-14. Member of the Faculty Committee, Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

1999-2001. Member of the Faculty Committee, Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences, 
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

1999-2001. Head of the Institute, Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena 

Spring 1986 - Fall 1996. Member of the Directory Board (ILS) at the Institute of 
Geography, University of Zurich 

 
Editor 

Since 2023. Editor: Cultures of Global Sustainability. Frontiers Media Open Access 
Publisher 

Since 2023. Topic Editor – Global Excellence in Sustainability: Europe. Frontiers Media 
Open Access Publisher 

Since 2022. Associate Editor: Frontiers in Sustainability – Sustainable Consumption. 
Frontiers Media – Open Access Publisher 

Since 2021. Topic Editor: Frontiers in Earth Sciences: The Role of Earth Sciences in the 
2030 Agenda. Frontiers Media – Open Access Publisher 

Since 2004. Editor - Sozialgeographische Bibliothek Franz Steiner Verlag Stuttgart (Scientific 
Board: Prof. P. Meusburger/ Heidelberg; Prof. P. Weichhart/Vienna; Prof. Matt 
Hannah/University of Vermont/Bayreuth) 

2004-13. Co-Editor in Chief with Anthony Giddens - Social Geography. Internet Journal. 
Copernicus Foundation, sponsored by the Max Plank Foundation 

1997 - 05. Co-Editor - Jenaer Geographische Manuskripte und Jenaer Geographische 
Schriften 

 
Reviewer 

 
Scientific Publications and Journals 

Since 2018. Slavic Review 

Since 2012. European Urban and Regional Studies 

Since 2009. Progress in Human Geography 
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Since 2008. Sozialer Sinn; Geographica Helvetica; Geografiska Annaler. Series B.; Human 
Ecology 

Since 2007. Umweltzeitschrift Leipzig 

Since 2006. Die Erde 

Since 2004. Franz Steiner Verlag Stuttgart 

Since 2002. Geographische Zeitschrift; Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 

Since 2001. Geoforum 

Since 2000. Annals of the Association of American Geographer 

Since 2000. Soziale Welt. Zeitschrift für Soziologie 

Since 1994. Routledge Verlag London 
 

Education 

2007. Accreditation, Certification and Quality assurance Institute (ACQUIN) Accreditation 
Evaluator for the B. Sc. in Geography and M. Sc in Metropolitan Studies (Freie 
University Berlin) 

2003 -04. ACQUIN Accreditation Evaluator for the B.A. and B.Sc. in Geography (University 
of Bremen) 

 
 

Edi to r ia l  B o a rd  

 

Since 2017. Cultural and Religious Studies. New York: David Publishing Company 

Since 2013. National Geographical Journal of India. Varanasi 

Since 2007. Schutzian Research: A Yearbook of Mundane Phenomenology and Qualitative 
Social Science. Zeta Books GeoJournal. Kluwer Academic Publisher, 
Dordrecht/Boston/London 

2019–2023. Handbook Religion and Urbanity. Berlin: De Gruyter 

2012-2018. Geographica Helvetica. Zürich: Copernicus 

2012–2018. Fennia. Helsinki: Geographical society of Finnland 

2010–18. Professional Geographer. AAG Washington  

2009-19. Dialogues in Human Geography. Sage. London 

2009–2016 Contexts. The Journal of Educational Media, Memory and Society 

2004–16 Knowledge and Space. Klaus Tschira Foundation Heidelberg 

2002-16. Erdkunde. Archiv für wissenschaftliche Geographie. Boss Verlag Kleve, Bonn 
2000-18. Géographie et Cultures. Revue publiée avec le concours du Centre National de Recherche 

Scientifique (CNRS), Edition L’Harmattan. Paris 
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Academic  Host 
 

2020. Prof. Dr. Jiun-Chuan Lin, Future Earth Coasts, Department of Geography, National 

Taiwan University, China-Taipei 

2018. Prof. Carlos Torres. University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) 

2017. Prof. Young Jing Ahn, University Seoul: Korean Research Association 

2016. Prof. Juan Chin Lin, National University of Taiwan, Taipeh 

2012. Prof. Theodore Schatzki. University of Kentucky at Lexington 

2008. Prof. Fabio Contel, Universidad Sao Paolo (USP) 

2008. Prof. Rob Kitchin. National University of Ireland (Visiting Professor) 

2007. Prof. Barney Warf, University of Florida at Thalahassee (Visiting Professor) 

2006. Prof. M. Hannah, University of Vermont at Burlington: Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation 

2005. Prof. Young Jing Ahn, University Seoul: Korean Research Association 

2005. Fabio Contel, University of Sao Paolo: DAAD 

2004. Prof. Wolfgang Natter, University of Kentucky at Lexington (Visiting Professor) 

2002. Prof. M. Hannah, University of Vermont at Burlington: Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation 

 

Sc i e n t i f i c As s o c ia t ions M em b e r sh ip s 
 

Since 1997. Association of German Geographers 

1993–99. German Society of Human Ecology 

1991–2008. Association of American Geographers 

1989–97. Swiss Association of University Lecturers 

1988–2002. German Association of Sociology (Sociology of Economy) 

Since 1988. Swiss Society of Sociology 

1984–97. Swiss Association of Applied Geography 
1984–97. Society of Geography and Cultural Anthropology Zurich 

1984–97. Association of Swiss Geographers 
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(A) BOOK PUBLICATIONS 
 

Monographs 
WERLEN, B. (2022): La Construcción de las Realidades Geográficas. Una geografía de la 

acción. Edition Universitaria. Santiago de Chile. 

WERLEN, B. (22017): Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. Bd. 2: Konstruktion geographischer 
Wirklichkeiten. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Construction of Geographical Realities. 
Collected Papers. Vol. 2, 2nd Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (32017): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 2: Globalisierung, 
Region und Regionalisierung. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Social Geography of 
Everyday Regionalizations. Vol. 2: Globalization, Region and Regionalization, 3rd 
Revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (2010): Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. Bd. 1: Orte der Geographie. Stuttgart: 
Franz Steiner Verlag. (Places of Geography. Collected Papers. Vol. 1) 

WERLEN, B. (2010): Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. Bd. 2: Konstruktion geographischer 
Wirklichkeiten. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Construction of Geographical Realities. 
Collected Papers. Vol. 2) 

WERLEN, B. (32008): Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung. Bern: UTB Haupt. (Social 
Geography. An Introduction. 3rd Completely Revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (22007): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 2: Globalisierung, 
Region und Regionalisierung. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Social Geography of 
Everyday Regionalizations. Vol. 2: Globalization, Region and Regionalization, 2nd 
Revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B., WEICHHART, P., WEISKE, C. (2006): Place Identity und Images. Das Beispiel 
Eisenhüttenstadt. Abhandlungen zur Geographie und Regionalforschung 9. Institut für 
Geographie und Regionalforschung Vienna. (Place Identiy and Images. Using the 
Example Eisenhüttenstadt) 

WERLEN, B. (22004): Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung. Bern: UTB Haupt. (Social 
Geography. An Introduction. 2nd Revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (2003): Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung. Seoul: Hanul Publishing Company. 
Seoul: Hanul Publishing Company. (Korean translation by Young-Jin Ahn) (Social 
Geography. An Introduction) 

WERLEN, B. (2000): Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung. Bern: UTB Haupt. (Social 
Geography. An Introduction) 

WERLEN, B. (21999): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 1: Zur Ontologie 
von Gesellschaft und Raum. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (On the Ontology of 
Society and Space, 2nd completely revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (31997): Gesellschaft, Handlung und Raum. Grundlagen handlungstheoretischer 
Sozialgeographie. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Society, Action and Space, 3rd 
Completely Revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (1997): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 2: Globalisierung, 
Region und Regionalisierung. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Social Geography of 
Everyday Regionalizations. Vol. 2: Globalization, Region and Regionalization) 

WERLEN, B. (1995): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 1: Zur Ontologie 
von Gesellschaft und Raum. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Social Geography of 
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Everyday Regionalizations. Vol. 1: On the Ontology of Society and Space) 
WERLEN, B. (1993): Society, Action and Space. An Alternative Human Geography. London: 

Routledge. (Preface by Anthony Giddens) 

WERLEN, B. (21989): Gesellschaft, Handlung und Raum. Grundlagen 
handlungstheoretischer Sozialgeographie. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Society, 
Action and Space, 2nd., revised Edition) 

WERLEN, B. (1987): Gesellschaft, Handlung und Raum. Grundlagen handlungstheoretischer 
Sozialgeographie. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Society, Action and Space. The 
Fundamentals of Action Theory in Social Geography) 

 
 

Edited Books 
MEUSBURGER, P. & B. WERLEN (eds.) (2017): Knowledge and Action. Dordrecht: Springer 

Publishers. 

OOSTERBEEK, L., B. WERLEN & L. CARON (eds.) (2017): Sustainability and Sociocultural 
Matrices. Arkeos 40, Maçao: Instituto Terra e Memória. 

WERLEN, B. (ed.) (2015): Global Sustainability, Cultural Perspectives and Challenges for 
Transdisciplinary Integrated Research. Dordrecht: Springer Publishers. 

WERLEN, B. (ed.) (2008): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen Bd. 3: Empirische 
Befunde. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Social Geography of Everyday 
Regionalizations. Vol. 3: Everyday Geographies – Empircal Studies) 

WERLEN, B. & H. GERTEL (eds.) (2003): Texte zur Theorie der Sozialgeographie II. Jenaer 
Geographische Manuskripte 30, Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. (Papers on 
Social Geography Theories II) 

WERLEN, B. & R. LIPPUNER (eds.) (2002): Texte zur Theorie der Sozialgeographie I. Jenaer 
Geographische Manuskripte 23. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. (Papers on 
Social Geography Theories I) 

WERLEN, B. & P. SEDLACEK (eds.) (1998): Handlungstheoretische Geographie. Jenaer 
Geographische Manuskripte 18. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. (Action 
Orientated Geography) 

WERLEN, B. & S. WÄLTY (eds.) (1995): Kulturen und Raum. Theoretische Ansätze und 
empirische Kulturforschung in Indonesien. Zurich: Rüegger Verlag. (Cultures and 
Space. Theoretical Approaches and Empirical Cultural Research in Indonesia) 

 
 

Edited Series 
 

“Sozialgeographische Bibliothek” (Social Geographical Library) 
 

LEIPOLD, R. (2022): Erinnerung, Spur und Raum. Geohistorisches Spurenlesen entlang 
erinnerter DDR-Grenzgeographien. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 22. Stuttgart: Franz 
Steiner Verlag.  

MÜLLER, A.-L. (2020): Migration, Materialität und Identität. Verortungen zwischen Hier und 
Dort. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 21. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

HARENDT, A. (2019): Gesellschaft. Raum. Narration. Geographische Weltbilder im 
Medienalltag. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 20. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 
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STRAUß, D. (2018): Sensitivität und Performanz. Geographie-Machen nach dem Cultural Turn. 
Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 19. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

SCHATZKI, T. (22017): Martin Heidegger. Theorist of Space. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 
6. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

SCHMID, C. (22015): Stadt, Raum und Gesellschaft. Henri Lefebvre und die Theorie der 
Produktion des Raumes. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 1. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 
Verlag. 

WINTZER, J. (2014): Geographien erzählen. Wissenschaftliche Narration von Geschecht und 
Raum. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 18. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

GÄBLER, K. (2014): Gesellschaftlicher Klimawandel. Eine Sozialgeographie der ökologischen 
Transformation. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 17. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

SCHMID, H.& K. GÄBLER (eds.) (2013): Perspektiven sozialwissenschaftlicher 
Konsumforschung. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 16. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

FEDERWISCH, T. (2012): Metropolregion 2.0. Konsequenzen einer neoliberalen 
Raumentwicklungspolitik. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 15. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 
Verlag. (Consequences of Neoliberal Spatial Development Policy) 

MARXHAUSEN, C. (2010): Identität-Repräsentation-Diskurs. Eine handlungsorientierte 
linguistische Diskursanalyse zur Erfassung raumbezogener Identitätsangebote. 
Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 14. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Identity 
Respresentation Discourse. An Action Orientated Linguistic Discource Analysis to 
Detect Concepts of Space and Identity) 

KÖRNER, S. (2010): Amerikanische Landschaften. J.B. Jacksons Theorie in der Deutschen 
Rezeption. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 13. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (American 
Landscapes. The German Reception of J.B. Jackson's Theory) 

VOIGT, A. (2009): Die Konstruktion der Natur. Ökologische Theorien und politische 
Philosophien der Vergesellschaftung. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 12. Stuttgart: 
Franz Steiner Verlag. (The Construction of Nature. Ecological Theories and Political 
Philosophies of Socialization) 

JANOSCHKA, M. (2009): Konstruktion europäischer Identitäten in räumlich-politischen 
Konflikten. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 11. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (The 
Construction of a European Identity in Space and Political Conflicts) 

BERTUZZO, E. T. (2009): Fragmented Dhaka. Analysing everyday life with Henri Lefebvre’s 
Theory of Production of Space. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 10. Stuttgart: Franz 
Steiner Verlag. 

MAGER, C. (2007): HipHop, Musik und die Artikulation von Geographie. 
Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 9. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Hip hop, Music and 
the Articulation of Geography) 

PANREITER, P. (2007): Der Raum der Geschichte. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 8. 
Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (The Space of History) 

FELGENHAUER, T. (2007): Geographie als Argument. Argumentieren als regionalisierende 
Praxis. Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 7. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Geography as 
a Reason. Language and the Praxis of Regionalisation) 

SCHATZKI, T. R. (2007): Martin Heidegger. Theorist of Space. Sozialgeographische 
Bibliothek 6. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 

WUNDER, E. (2005): Religion in der postkonfessionellen Gesellschaft. Ein Beitrag zur 
sozialwissenschaftlichen Theorieentwicklung in der Religionsgeographie. 
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Sozialgeographische Bibliothek 5. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (Religion and the 
Post-confessional Society. A Report on the Development of Social Science Theory in 
Religious Geography) 

SCHLOTTMANN, A. (2005): RaumSprache. Ost-West-Differenzierung in der Berichterstattung 
zur deutschen Einheit. Eine sozialgeographische Theorie. Sozialgeographische 
Bibliothek 4. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. (SpaceLanguage. East-West Differentiation 
in the Reunification Process of Germany) 

LIPPUNER, R. (2005): Raum, Systeme, Praktiken. Zum Verhältnis von Alltag, Wissenschaft 
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SCHMID, C. (2005): Stadt, Raum und Gesellschaft. Henri Lefebvre und die Theorie der 
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Franz Steiner Verlag. (Regional Products. Networking and Demarcations in the 
Regionalization of Food) 

 

“Sozialgeographische Manuskripte” (Social Geographical Manuscripts) 

RADEMANN, J. (2016): Europäische Union in Zeiten der Krise: Herausforderungen einer 
transnationalen Idee durch neue Nationalismen. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 18. 
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LEIPOLD, R. (2014): Alltägliche Geographien der Erinnerung. Zur Rekonstruktion einer 
Erinnerungspraxis am Beispiel des »Denkmals für die ermordeten Juden Europas«. 
Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 17. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie 
(Everyday Geographies of Remembrance. On the reconstruction of a practice of 
remembrance using the example of the "Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe) 

SUCHY, J. (2013): Konsum, Moral und Geographie. Sozialgeographien moralischen 
Konsums am Beispiel öko-sozialer Bekleidung. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 16. 
Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie (Consumption, Morals and Geography. Social 
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BUSCH, O. (2013): »Atmosphären« als eine Konzeption der Beziehung von Kreativität und 
Raum. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 15. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie 
(‘Emotive Atmospheres’. The Relation between Creativity and Space) 

FEDERWISCH, T. (2013): Geographien im Wandel. Eine mitteldeutsche Metropolregion? 
Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 14. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie 
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RHODE-JÜCHTERN, T. (2011): Beyond Geography!? The World with Wide Eyes. A Course in 
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GÄBLER, K. (ed.) (2011): Gesellschaftliche Ökologie. Beiträge zur Konstruktion 
geographischer Wirklichkeiten. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 12. Jena: Selbstverlag 
Institut für Geographie. (Social Ecology. Contributions for the Construction of 
Geographical Realities. 
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AUFENVENNE, P. (2011): Klimadeterminismus und Geographie. Über Wahrnehmungen und 
Interpretationen des Klimawandels heute. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 11. Jena: 
Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. (Climate Determinism and Geography. About 
Perceptions and Interpretations of Climate Change Today) 

RHAM, S. (2010): Politische Geographie des Klimawandels. Zur Rekonstruktion der 
diskursiven Regionalisierungspraxis in den Konflikten um das Abschmelzen des 
arktischen Eises. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 10. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für 
Geographie. (The Political Geography of Climate Change. Reconstructing the 
Discursive Processes of Regionalization Regarding the Melting Arctic Glaciers Conflicts) 

DUVENECK, A. (2010): Zur paradoxen Beziehung zwischen Kindern und dem öffentlichen 
Raum - Ein explorativer Vorstoß zur Etablierung einer konstruktivistischen Geographie 
der Kindheit. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 9. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für 
Geographie. (The Paradoxical Relationship between Children and the Public Space - An 
Exploratory Foray to Establish a Constructivist Geography of Childhood) 

BURGHARDT, M. (2010): Sprachlich-diskursive Konstruktion von Räumen und Orten. Eine 
Analyse anhand der Konstruktion von »Wien« im Stadtentwicklungsplan (STEP 05). 
Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 8. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. 
(Linguistic-discursive Constructions of Spaces and Places. An Analysis based on the 
Construction of "Vienna" in the Urban Development Plan) 

SPRUNK, D. (2010): Nationalismus und Sport. Die Mannschaften der Fußball-WM in den 
Medien. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 7. Jena: Selbstverlag Institut für Geographie. 
(Nationalism and Sport. The World Cup Teams and the Media) 

HARD, G. (2009): Ortsanknüpfungen. Sozialgeographische Manuskripte 6. Jena: Selbstverlag 
Institut für Geographie. (The Connecting Factors of Space) 

HARENDT, A. (2009): Zur alltäglichen Regionalisierung von Todesorten. Sozialgeographische 
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WERLEN, B. & K. GÄBLER (2008): Geographische Praxis I – Territorialisierungen und 
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WEICHHART, P. (2008): Entwicklungslinien der Sozialgeographie. Von Hans Bobek bis 
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SCHMID, H. (2004): Theorieimport in die Sozialgeographie. Eine Analyse und Interpretation 
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von Testen und Interviews mit Helmut Klüter und Benno Werlen. OSG-Materialien 55. 
Osnabrück: Osnabrücker Studien zur Geographie. (Importing Theories in Social 
Geography. An Analysis and Interpretation of Tests and Interviews with Helmut Klüter 
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Verlag. (Action-Centred Social Geography. A Critical Discussion of the Works of 
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STROHMEYER, U. (2015): Social Spaciality: Some Rudimentary Thoughts on the 
Epistemology of Benno Werlen. Geographica Helvetica, vol 69, 2014, 139-43. 

LIPPUNER, R. (2010): Benno Werlen. In: P. HUBBARD & R. KITCHIN (eds.): Key Thinkers on 
Space and Place. London: Sage, 461–468. 
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(B) AUTHORED ARTICLES SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS AND PERIODICALS 
 

WERLEN, B. (2023): Weiterbildung als “voneinander Lernen“: The Jena Declaration. Weiterbildung. 
Zeitschrift für Grundlagen, Praxis und Trends, April 2023 (Continuing education as ‚learning from 
each other‘: The Jena Declaration) 

WERLEN, B. (2023): Human Security & Global Understanding. New Perspectives on Major 
Global Issues. Cadmus Journal, Vol. 6,  

WERLEN, B. (2022): World Relations and the Production of Urban Realities: On Space and 
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WERLEN, B. (2015): Praktiken der Welt-Bindung. Gesellschaftliche Raumverhältnisse als 
trans-disziplinäres Forschungsfeld. Europa Regional 21.1, 2. 83-92. (Practices of World 
Connections. Social Space Conditions in the field of Transdiciplinary Research) 

WERLEN, B. (2015): International Year of Global Understanding. An Interview with Benno 
Werlen. J-Reading-Journal of Research and Didactics in Geography (2). 

WELREN, B. (2013): Gesellschaft und Raum: Gesellschaftliche Raumverhältnisse. Grundlagen 
und Perspektiven einer sozialwissenschaftlichen Geographie. Erwägen Wissen Ethik . 24 
(1), 3-16. (Society and Space: Social Space Conditions. Fundamentals and Perspectives 
of Social Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (2012): Global Understanding. Public Service Review: European Science and Technology 

2012, 16, 152-153. 

WERLEN, B. & LIPPUNER, R. (2007): Regionale Kulturen und globalisierte Lebensstile. 
Geographische Rundschau 59, 7/8, 22-27. (Regional Cultures and Globalized Lifestyles) 

WERLEN, B. (2006): Human Geographies without Space? A Viewpoint of Action Theory. 
TIGR 119-120: Nouvelle Approche de l’espace dans les sciences de l’homme et de la société, 9-22. 

WERLEN, B. (2003): Vue d’Allemagne (Introduction). Géographie et Cultures 2, 1-2. (German 
view - Introduction) 

WERLEN, B. (2003): Géographie culturelle et tournant culturel. Un programme de recherche 
pour la géographie culturelle. Géographie et Cultures 2, 3-24. (Cultural Geography and the 
Cultural Turn. A Research Program for Cultural Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (2003): “Cultural Turn.” Forschungs- und wissenschaftspolitische 
Implikationen in den Kultur- und Sozialwissenschaften. Berichte zur deutschen Landeskunde 
1, 3, 35-52. (The Implications of the Cultural Turn for Cultural Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (2002): Gesellschaft und Raum im Zeitalter der Globalisierung - Eine neue 
Herausforderung für die Sozialgeographie. Planning and Policy 7, 95-115. (German and 
Korean Versions) (Society and Space in the Age of Globalization - A New Challenge for 
Social Geography) 
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WERLEN, B. (2002): Handlungsorientierte Sozialgeographie – Eine neue geographische 
Ordnung der Dinge. Geographie heute, 22, 200, 12-15. (Action Oriented Social Geography 
- A New Geographical Order of Things) 

WERLEN, B. & DAUM, E. (2002): Geographie des eigenen Lebens – Globalisierte 
Wirklichkeiten. Praxis Geographie 23, 4, 4-9. (Geography of Our Own Life - Globalized 
Realities) 

WERLEN, B. (2001): Alltägliche Regionalisierungen. Theorie und didaktische 
Umsetzungsmöglichkeiten. – GW Unterricht 82, 1-8. (Didactics of Geography and 
Everyday Regionalisation) 

WERLEN, B. (2000): Verschwindet die Ferne? Zur Zukunft der räumlichen Bedingungen. 
Praxis Geographie 30, 2, 15-19. (End of Distance? About the Future of Space) 

WERLEN, B. (2000): Die Geographie der Globalisierung. Geographische Revue 2, 1, 5-20. 
(Geography and Globalisation) 

WERLEN, B. (2000): Regionalismo e Sociedade Política. – GEOgraphia 2, 4, 7-25. 
(Regionalisation and the Political Society) 

WERLEN, B. (2000): Alltägliche Regionalisierungen unter räumlich-zeitlich entankerten 
Lebensbedingungen. Informationen zur Raumentwicklung 9/10, 611-622. (Everyday 
Regionalisations under Disembedded Life Conditions) 

WERLEN, B. (1996): Die Geographie globalisierter Lebenswelten. Österreichische Zeitschrift für 
Soziologie 21, 2, 97-128. (The Geography of Globalized Life-Worlds) 

WERLEN, B. (1996): Regionalismus: Eine anti-moderne Antwort auf die Konsequenzen der 
Moderne? FWR Publikationen der Handelshochschule St. Gallen, 30, 11-24. (Regionalism: An 
Anti-modern Answer to the Consequences of Modernity?) 

WERLEN, B. (1996): Geographie und Globalisierung. – Geo-Kraft, 8, 12-26. (Geography and 
Globalization) 

WERLEN, B. (1995): Landschaft, Raum und Gesellschaft. Zur Entstehungs- und 
Entwicklungsgeschichte der Sozialgeographie. Geographische Rundschau 47, 9, 513-522. 
(Landscape, Space and Society. The History of Social Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (1995): Zur Theorie des Regionalbewusstseins. Geographica Helvetica 50, 2, 73- 
74. (Is a Theory of Regional Consciousness Possible?) 

WERLEN, B. (1993): Gibt es eine Geographie ohne Raum? Zum Verhältnis von traditioneller 
Geographie und zeitgenössischen Gesellschaften. Erdkunde 47, 4, 241-255. (Is There a 
Geography Without Space? On Traditional Geography and Contemporary Societies) 

WERLEN, B. (1993): Identität und Raum – Regionalismus und Nationalismus. – Soziographie 
7, 39-73. (Identity and Space – Regionalism and Nationalism) 

WERLEN, B. (1993): Handeln – Gesellschaft – Raum. Neue Thesen zur sozial- und 
wirtschaftsgeographischen Gesellschaftsforschung. Geograficky’ casopis Bratislava 45, 2/3, 
131-149. (Action – Society – Space. New Theses on Geographical Investigations of 
Social Reality) 

WERLEN, B. (1993): Handlungs- und Raummodelle in sozialgeographischer Forschung und 
Praxis. Geographische Rundschau 45, 12, 724-729. (Models of Action and Spatial Modelling 
in Geographical Research and Professional Praxis) 

WERLEN, B. (1990): Zur geographischen Migrationstheorie. Geographica Helvetica 45, 4, 175- 
177. (On Geographical Migration Theory) 

WERLEN, B. (1990): Regionale oder kulturelle Identität? Eine Problemskizze. Berichte zur 
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deutschen Landeskunde 66, 1, 9-32. (Regional or Cultural Identity?) 

WERLEN, B. (1989): Die Situationsanalyse. Ein unbeachteter Vorschlag von K. R. Popper 
und seine Bedeutung für die geographische Regionalforschung. Conceptus. Zeitschrift für 
Philosophie 23, 59, 49-65. (Situational Analysis. An Unappreciated Proposition by K.R. 
Popper and its Significance for Regional Studies) 

WERLEN, B. (1989): Sozialforschung in territorialen Kategorien? Zum Grundproblem 
traditioneller Soziographie und Sozialgeographie. Soziographie 3, 13-25. (Social Research 
in Spatial Categories? About the Fundamental Problem of Traditional Sociography and 
Social Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (1988): Von der Raum- zur Situationswissenschaft. – Geographische Zeitschrift 75, 
4, 193-208. (From Science of Space to Situational Analysis) 

WERLEN, B. (1986): Thesen zur handlungstheoretischen Neuorientierung 
sozialgeographischer Forschung. – Geographica Helvetica, 41, 2, 67-76. (Theses on the 
Action-theoretical Reorientation for Social Geographic Research) 

WERLEN, B. (1986): Theoretische Probleme handlungsorientierter Sozialgeographie. The 
Geographischen Institut Freiburg/Schweiz 4. Freiburg/Schweiz, 29-41. (Theoretical Problems of 
Action Oriented Social Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (1986): Überlegungen zu einem Leitbildentwurf für die Ausbildung von 
Diplomgeographen. – Geographica Helvetica, 41, 3, 145–147. (Rethinking Geographers 
Educational Programs) 

WERLEN, B., T. BRÜGGER, T. HAMMER, A. KRATTINGER, G. SCHLITTLER & C. ZINGG, 
(1985): Empirische Überprüfung der Theorie Zentraler Orte im Tessin. The 
Geographischen Institut University Freiburg/Schweiz 3. Freiburg/Schweiz, 27-64. (Empirical 
Evaluation of Central Place Theory in Ticino) 

WERLEN, B. (1984): Grundkategorien funktionalen Denkens in Sozialwissenschaft und 
Sozialgeographie. – UKPIK, Cahiers de l’Institut de Géographie de Fribourg, 3, 1-30. 
(Categories of Functionalism in Social Sciences and Social Geography) 

WERLEN, B. (1983): Zur empirischen Forschung in der Sozialgeographie. Veröffentlichungen der 
Schweizerischen Geographischen Kommission 7, 11-22. (On Empirical Research in Social 
Geography) 

 
 

Edited Publications 
WERLEN, B. & R. LIPPUNER (2007): Regionale Kulturen und globale Lebensstile. 

Geographische Rundschau, 59. Jg., Heft 7. (Regional Cultures and Globalized Lifestyles) 

WERLEN, B. (ed.) (2003): Géographie et Culture: Vue d’Allemagne. A special issue for 
Géographie et Cultures 2. (Geography and Culture: The German Perspective) 

WERLEN, B. (ed.) (2002): Sozialgeographie – Geographie des eigenen Lebens. A special issue 
for Praxis Geographie 32, 4. (Social Geography – Geographies of Our Own Lives) 

SCHWYN, M. (1996): Regionalismus als soziale Bewegung. Entwurf einer theoretischen 
Beschreibung des Regionalismus mit einer empirischen Analyse des Jurakonfliktes. Mit 
einem Vorwort von Marcel Schwander. Anthropogeographische Schriftenreihe 15. Zurich: 
Geographisches Institut der Universität Zürich. (Regionalism as a Social Movement. A 
Theoretical Description and an Empirical Analysis of the Jura-Conflict with a Foreword 
from Marcel Schwander) 

MONZEL, S. (1995): Kinderfreundliche Wohnumfeldgestaltung!? Eine sozialgeographische 
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Untersuchung als Orientierungshilfe für Politiker und Planer. Anthropogeographische 
Schriftenreihe 13. Zurich: Geographisches Institut der Universität Zürich. (Children 
Oriented Planning of Places!? A Geographical Investigation and Guidelines for 
Planning) 

SCHELLER, A. (1995): Frau – Macht – Raum. Geschlechtsspezifische Regionalisierung der 
Alltagswelt als Ausdruck von Machtstrukturen. Anthropogeographische Schriftenreihe 16. 
Zurich: Geographisches Institut der Universität Zürich. (Woman – Power – Space. 
Gender-Specific Regionalization of the Everyday World as an Expression of Power 
Structures) 

 
STOKAR, Th. V. (1995): Telekommunikation und Stadtentwicklung. Anthropogeographische 

Schriftenreihe 14. Zurich: Geographisches Institut der der Universität Zürich. 
(Telecommunication and Urban Development) 

WERLEN, B. (ed.) (1986): Themaheft „Sozialgeographie”. Geographica Helvetica, 41, 2. (Special 
Edition: Social Geography) 
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(C) BOOK Chapters 

 

WERLEN, B. (2022) The Jena Declaration. Kunst und Kultur im Zentrum der Nachhaltigkeit. In 
KRÖGER, F., MOHR, H., SIEVERS, N. & WEIß, R. (eds.): Jahrbuch für Kulturpolitik 2021/22. 
Kultur der Nachhaltigkeit. Transcript: Bielefeld, 94-103 

WERLEN, B. (2022). Global Understanding  – Understanding the Global Condition. A 
geographical paradigm for the 21st century? In: KOLOSSOV, V., GARCIA-ALVAREZ, J., 
HEFFERMAN, M., & SCHELHAAS, B.  (eds). A Geographical Century: Essays for the 
Centenary of the International Geographical Union. Springer Nature. Heidelberg, 361-375 

WERLEN, B. (2022) Global Understanding. Geographische Weltbilder, Nachhaltigkeit und 
politische Orientierung. In: BEELMANN, A. & MICHELSEN, D. (Hrsg.) Rechtsextremismus, 
Demokratiebildung, gesellschaftliche Integration. Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 413-434 

WERLEN, B. (2021): Global Understanding. Eine praxiszentrierte geographische Weltsicht. In: 
WINTZER, J., MOSSIG, I., HOF, A. (Hrsg.): Prinzipien, Strukturen und Praktiken 
geographischer Hochschullehre, 67-87. 

WERLEN, B. (2021):Globalisierte Weltbeziehungen und Welt-Bindungen. In: Universität Erfurt 
(Hrsg.): Globalisierung und Weltbeziehungen. Forschungsperspektiven aus der 
Universität Erfurt. Erfurt, 24-25 

WERLEN, B., KAUFFMAN, J. & GAEBLER, K (2020): Future Knowledge Mobilization 
for Deep Societal Transformation. In: Imagining the future of Knowledge 
Mobilization Perspectives from UNESCO Chairs: Canadian Commission for 
UNESCO & Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
Ottawa: Canadian Commission for UNESCO, 111-126. 

WERLEN, B., KAUFFMAN, J. & GAEBLER, K. (2020): La mobilisation des 
connaissances comme vecteur de profonds changements sociaux. In Commission 
Canadienne pour UNESCO & Conseil de Recherche en Science Humaine du 
Canada: Imaginer le futur de la mobilisation des Connaissances Perspectives des 
Chaires de recherche UNESCO. Ottawa: Commission pour UNESCO, 127-144. 

WERLEN, B. & H. BLUMENTHAL (2020): Global Understanding, Education, and 
Sustainability. In: UNESCO (ed.): Humanistic futures of learning. Perspectives from 
UNESCO chairs and UNITWIN networks. Paris 2020, 87-90. 

WERLEN, B. & H. BLUMENTHAL (2020): Compréhension du monde, éducation et 
dévelopment durable. In: UNESCO (ed.): Les Future Humaniste de L’Apprentissage. 
Perspectrive des Chaires UNESCO et le Reseaux UNITWIN. Paris 2020, 95-99. 

WERLEN, B. & LIPPUNER, R. (2020). Sozialgeographie. In: GEBHARDT, H. et al. (Hrsg.): 
Geographie. Physische Geographie und Humangeographie. 3. Auflage. Heidelberg: 
Springer Spektrum, 699–725. 

WERLEN, B. (2018): Preface: A New Paradigm for Geographical Education. In: S. BEDNARZ 
ET AL. (eds.): Geography Education for Global Understanding. Dordrecht: Springer. v-
viii. 

WERLEN, B. (2017): Knowledge, Action, and Social Relations of Space. In: P. MEUSBURGER 
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Organized CONFERENCES, CONFERENCE SESSIONS AND MEETINGS 

 
2023. World Academy of Art & Science 6th Future Education Conference, Human Security 

for All, Four Sessions: From Insight to Action; The Humanistic Approach; Arts for 
Sustainability; The Digital Approach to Sustainability, WAAS, Delhi, India, March 7-
9, 2023 

2022. Centennial International Geographical Congress, Paris. Two panels with 8 Sessions  

2022. Cultures for Sustainable Futures. International UNESCO Chairs Conference, 
Friedrich Schiller University Jena, May 11th – 13th, 2022 

2021. World Academy of Art & Science 5th Future Education Conference, December 6, 
One Session, December 6, 2021 

2021. Constituting Conference of the Jena Declaration. Online conference. Erfurt. One day 

2020. Humanities and Social Sciences for Sustainability. Cultural and Regional Dimensions 
of global sustainability. Online conference. Erfurt. Two days 

2020. Foundational Meeting CATHARSIS. Humanities for Sustainable Futures. Jena. Three 
days 

2019. Deutscher Kongress für Geographie. Fachsitzung “Geography and UNESCO”. Kiel 
(with Prof. Siegmund, FH Heidelberg) 

2018. World Social Science Forum (WSSF) of the International Social Science Council 
(ISSC), Fukuoka.  One Session 

2017. World Humanities Confernce. Liège. Two sessions 

2017. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, Boston. One Session 

2016. 33rd International Geographical Congress (IGC), Beijing, 10 Sessions 

2016. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, San Francisco. One 
Session 

2015. IGU Regional Geographical Congress, Moscow, 6 sessions 

2015. IYGU Jena Editors Meeting 

2015. Jena Meeting with Organizations of German Geographers 

2015. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, Chicago. One Session. 

2014. IGU Regional Geographical Congress, Krakow, 6 Sessions 

2013. IGU Regional Geographical Congress, Kyoto four sessions Cultural Approach in 
Geography, 6 Sessions 

2012. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, New York. One 
session 

2012. 32nd International Geographical Congress (IGC), Cologne IGC 14 Sessions 

2012. Transdisciplinary Intercultural Ecological Research for Sustainability, Jena 

2011. IGU Regional Conference – 6 Sessions for the Commission ‘Cultural Approach in 
Geography,’ Santiago de Chile 

2011. Meeting of the Scientific and Outreach Panel for the International UN-Year for 
Global Understanding, Jena 

2011. Steering Committee Meeting for the International UN-Year for Global 
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Understanding, Weimar 

2010. IGU Regional Conference – 4 Sessions for the Commission ‘Cultural Approach in 
Geography,’ Tel Aviv 

2010. Touristic Cultures: Spatialities, Mobilities, Corporealities - with Mathis Stock, Sion 

2009. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers. Las Vegas. One 
session. 

2008. 31st International Geographical Congress - with Marc Redepenning and Ali Toumi 
Three Topical Sessions for the Commission ‘Cultural Approach in Geography’, Tunis 

2008. IGU-Initiative for an International UN-Year, Rome 

2008. IGU Conference of the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach in Geography, 
Québec 

2008. Neue Kulturgeographie - with Marc Redepenning, Jena 

2007. IGU Conference of the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach in Geography, 
Buenos Aires 

2007. IGU Conference of the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach in Geography - with 
Anssi Paasi, Oulu 

2006. IGU Regional Conference: 14 Sessions for the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach 
in Geography - with Kay Anderson, Brisbane 

2006. IGU Conference of the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach in Geography - with 
Jean-Francois Stazak, Papeete 

2005. Working Group “Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie” (55th German Geographers 
Day) - with Roland Lippuner and Susanne Heeg, Trier 

2005. IGU Conference of the Commission C04.08 Cultural Approach in Geography: 
“Media and Geography - Geography of the Media”, Leipzig 

2005. Workshop II “Geography and Social Theory”, Jena 

2004. Workshop " Geography and Social Theory" (Second Jena Workship in Social Theory) 
with Roland Lippuner and Susanne Heeg, Jena 

2003. Working Group “Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie” (54th German Geographers 
Day) - with Roland Lippuner and Susanne Heeg, Bern 

2001. Workship “Geography and Social Theory” (53rd German Geographers Day), Leipzig 
2001. Plenary Session “Urbanity and Lifestyle” (53rd German Geographers Day), Leipzig 

1999. Workshop “Geography and Social Theory” (52nd German Geographers Day), 
Hamburg 

1998. Plenary Session “Natural Borders-Social Borders-Borders of Meaning” (29th Congress 
of the German Society for Sociology), Freiburg 

1998. Workshop I “Action Theory and Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations,” 
Jena 

1991. Regionalism in Europe - with Hermann Lübbe and Graham Smith, Zurich 

1988. Theory in Geography: Structuration Theory - with Anthony Giddens, Zurich 

1987. Theory in Geography: Time Geography - with Torsten Hägerstrand and Tommy 
Carlstein, Zurich 

1987. Second Meeting of Swiss Geographers (Co-Organizer), Fribourg 
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1986. First Meeting of Swiss Geographers (Co-Organizer), Bern 



39 
CV Benno Werlen 

 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS 

2023. Empowering Sustainability Action – The Jena Declaration. Annual 
Conferences of Women of Concern Professionals & Strategic Conscious 
Networking (WOCPSCN), New York, June 23, 2023 (online) 

2023. Shaping Social Change: Taking Action for Sustainable Development. 
UNESCO Chair on Music, Education and Science for Peace at the Ukrainian 
National Tchaikovsky Academy, Kyiv, June 8, 2023 (online) 

2023. Science’s Role in Achieving Global Sustainability. EC2U Virtual Institute 
Session, Jena, May 24, 2023 

2023. Education for a Culture of Sustainability. World Academy of Art & Science 
6th Future Education Conference, Human Security for All, March 9, 2023, 
Delhi (online) 

2023. Global Understanding for Sustainability. Master course. American University 
Kyiv,, Ukraine, February 16, Kyiv (online) 

2023. Global Understanding. Knowledge Mobilization for Deep Societal 
Transformations. Lecture Series of the German UNESCO Chairs: Together 
for Change!, February 1, 2022, Bonn (online) 

2022. The Jena Declaration – On Culture and Global Sustainability. Lecture Master 
Course. EC2U. November 1, 2022, Coimbra (online) 

2022. Global Understanding – Understanding the Global Condition. A geographical 
paradigm for the 21st century? 4th INTERNATIONAL CEGOT 
MEETING: Geography in the Construction of Sustainable Territories, 
October 26, 2022, Porto (online) 

2022. Global Understanding for Global Citizenship. Melton Foundation ‘Global 
Citizenship Convention 2022: Making Sense of the World, October 17, 2022 
Jena 

2022. The Jena Declaration. Schweizerische Akademische Gesellschaft für 
Umweltforschung (SAGUF), September 21, 2022, Bern 

2022. Dimensions of Global Sustainability. World Capital Institute, September 6, 
2022, Mexico City (online) 

2022. The Cultural Dimension of Sustainability. A 20 Weeks Conversation with D. 
Paul Schafer, August 27, 2022, Toronto (online) 

2022. Implementation of The Jena Declaration. Science Moonshot: Implementation 
of Basic Knowledge into Practice. May 17-21, 2022, Munich  

2022. Culture, Arts & Global Sustainability. Päijät-Häme’s Culture and Welfare 
Development Day, Lahti, Finland, May 23, 2022 (online) 
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2022. The Seven Principles of The Jena Declaration. Cultures for Sustainable 
Futures. International UNESCO Chairs conference, Jena, May 11-13, 2022 

2022. Culture and Sustainability. Welcome Address Cultures for Sustainable Futures. 
International UNESCO Chairs conference, Jena, May 11-13, 2022 

2022. Dimensions and Perspectives of Global Sustainability RWYC International on 
Culture: Key to Systematic Change and Sustainable Development, April 23, 
2022, Rome, Italy (online) 

2022. Cultural and Regional Dimensions of Global Sustainability. EC2U 4th Forum, 
April 6, 2022, Pavia, Italy (online) 

2022. The Jena Declaration. Online: Worldcafe: Tutzinger Manifest, January 26, 
Dessau, Germany (online) 

2022. Future Knowledge Mobilization for Deep Societal Transformation. Online: 
International UNESCO Chairs Forum at Expo Dubai: the future of Higher 
Education, January 24, 2022, Dubai 

2021.  Education according to The Jean Declaration. World Academy of Art & 
Science 5th Future Education Conference December 6-10, Delhi (online) 

2021. The Jena Declaration. CIPSH General Assembly, International General 
Academy. December 13, Odense, Denmark (online) 

2021. Bringing the World to Home – Traveling without Moving. Online: 5th World 
Expo and Forum. Leisure Development Summit, World Leisure Organization, 
November 3, 2021, Hangzhou, P.R. China (online) 

2021. Urbanity and Rurality as Geographical Practices. From a spatial approach to 
societal relations of space . KFG Conference: Blurring Boundaries: Diffusing 
and Creating Urban Religion Beyond Urban Space. November 24-25, 2021, 
Weimar 

2021. Regional Dimension of Sustainability. Online: Reconnecting With Your 
Culture in the World, 1st International Conference, November 20, 2021, 
Jakarta, Indonesia (online) 

2021. The Jena Declaration. Online: COY 16: United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, October 28, 2021, Glasgow U.K.  

2021. Education and Learning for Knowledge Mobilization. Online: The Global 
Education Forum. October 14, Madrid (online) 

2021. Laudatio 1st Prize ‘Well of Water Science’. Ehrenamt macht Schule. July 7, 
2021, Stuttgart (online) 

2021. Culture & Sustainability. Online: European Humanities Conference, May 5-7, 
2021, Lisbon, Portugal (online) 

2021. The Jena Declaration. Online: World Academy of Science & Art Conference – 
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Inventing the Future. February 15 – 18 2021, Delhi, India (online) 

2020. Culture & Sustainability. Online: Humanities and Social Sciences for 
Sustainability. Cultural and Regional Dimensions of global sustainability. 
October 21-22. Salve TV Erfurt, Germany 

2020. Decade of Global Understanding. Online: UNESCO-MOST/BRIDGES 
Workshop Plenary Sessions. July 6-7, 202, Cappadocia University, 
Ürgüp/Nevşehir, Turkey 

2020. Global Understanding. Online Conference: Civil Society and Youth: New 
Strategies for Transformative Impact, World Academy, Delhi, India 

2019. Religion and Urbanity – Mutual Formations. Max Weber Centre for Advanced 
Cultural and Social Studies Erfurt: World-Relations and the Production of 
Geographical Realities. On Space and Action, City and Urbanity 

2019. World Academy of Art and Science. Belgrade: 2020’s International Science & 
Humanities Decade for Global Understanding (IDGU) – Accelerated Action for the 
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs 

2019. CHEMGEO Aktuell. Öffentliche Samstagsvorlesungen. Chemisch 
Geowissenschaftliche Fakultät der Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena: Globale 
Nachhaltigkeit: Potential und Grenzen der Naturwissenschaften 

2019. Global Understanding as a Bridge Builder. Building Bridges. Annual Conference of 
the Academia Europaea. Barcelona 

2019. Social/Geography, UNESCO and  Sustainability. German Congress of 
Geography. September 27, 2019, Kiel: 

2019. Historiker Tagung “Regionalität und Globalität in der jüngsten Zeitgeschichte 
Europas”. Institut für Zeitgeschichte Universität München: Die räumliche 
Perspektive in der Geschichtsschreibung 

2019. Permanent Representation of Spain to UNESCO Paris: 2020s Science Decade for 
Global Understanding 

2019. Building Resilience on Defense of Global Environments and Societies (BRIDGES): 
An International Sustainability Coalition. UNESCO Paris: 2020’s Science and 
Humanities Decade for Global Understanding (IDGU) 

2019. Meeting of the National IGU Committee on ‘Internationalization of Spanish 
Geography’, Madrid: Global Understanding – A New Paradigm for Geographical 
Research and Teaching? 

2019. Meeting on the program of the UNESCO Chairs: International council of Philosophy 
and the Human Sciences (CIPSH) & UNESCO, Maçao: 2020s Science Decade for 
Global Understanding. 

2018. Institute of Psychology. Friedrich Schiller University, Jena: Globale Nachhaltigkeit. 

2018. Religion and Urbanity, Max Weber Centre for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies 
Erfurt: The Constitution of Geographical and Urban Realities. An Interpretative 
Approach to Urban Research. 

2018. World Social Science Forum Fukuoka: 2020’s Science Decade for Global 
Understanding. 

2018. Conference East meets West. Civic Culture, Civic Education and Global Citizenship 
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for the Twenty First Century, University of Hsinchu (Taiwan): Global 
Understanding and Citizenship. 

2018. Conference East meets West. Civic Culture, Civic Education and Global Citizenship 
for the Twenty First Century, University of Hsinchu (Taiwan): Local Action for 
Global Sustainability. 

2018. Geographical Association of Taiwan. Institute of Geography. National University of 
Taiwan, Taipeh (Taiwan): 2020’s Science Decade for Global Understanding. 

2018. Taiwanese Ministry of Education, Taipeh (Taiwan): Implications for a National 
Strategy: 2020’s Science Decade for Global Understanding. 

2017. Deutscher Naturschutzbund, Jena: Wir machen alle Weltpolitik – Jeder kann Einfluss 
nehmen 

2017. DAAD Winter School “Patagonia’s geographical imagination – Language, Discourse 
and Everyday Regionalization”, Santiago de Chile: The Meaningful Construction of 
Geographical Realities. From Spatial Science to Action-Centered Research 

2017. World Humanities Conference Liège (WHC), Liège: The Lessons form the 
Internaional Year of Global Understanding 

2017. Innsbrucker Geographische Gesellschaft, Universität Innsbruck: The International 
Year of Global Understanding (IYGU): Programm, Ergebnisse und Ausblick 

2017. Max Weber Kolleg, Universität Erfurt: Globale Nachhaltigkeit. 

2017. APHELEI, European Commission Erasmus Mundus+ Intensive Master Course, 
Maçao: Outreach & Implementation Strategies of Global Understanding 

2017. Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, Boston: The Harvest 
of the IYGU 

2017. Forum Entwicklung und Umwelt. Interdisziplinäres Zentrum für Nachhaltige 
Entwicklung und Umwelt. Bern: Mutually Assured Diversity for Global Sustainability 

2017 Institut de Géographie et de Durabilité de l’universitè de Lausanne, Lausanne: The 
Cultural Dimensions of Global Sustainability 

2016. Science Forum of the Science Council of Japan. Promotion of Grass-Root Activities 
towards Realization of Sustainable Society, Tokyo: The Bottom-Up structure of the 
IYGU and its Implications for Science and Science Funding 

2016. Hiroshima University, Hiroshima: The Meaningful Construction of Geographical 
Realities. From Spatial Science to Action-Centered Research 

2016. Taoyaka International Symposium for IYGU 2016 at Hiroshima University, 
Hiroshima: Global Understanding for Global Sustainability 

2016. Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, Kyoto: “Nature” in Human Action 

2016. Universität Nürnberg-Erlangen, Erlangen: Wozu ein Internationales Jahr? 

2016. Forest & Biodiversity: New Business Models for Industry of Tomorrow, Annual 
Meeting of the Brazial Chamber of Industry. Celebrationg the IYGU, Rio de Janeiro: 
Global Understanding for Global Sustainability 

2016. 33rd International Geographical Congress (IGC), Beijing: 2016 International Year of 
Global Understanding (IYGU). Global Understanding for Global Sustainability 

2016. 33rd International Geographical Congress (IGC), IYGU Session, Beijing: 
Introduction to the session 

2016. 33rd International Geographical Congress (IGC), General Assembly, Beijing: Annual 
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Report IYGU 

2016. 33rd International Geographical Congress (IGC), Closing Ceremony Beijing: Thank 
you address for the Lauréat d’Honneur of IGU 

2016. ESRI International User Conference, San Diego: Bridging the Gap Between Local 
Acts and Global Effects 

2016. Lived Religion in Metropoleis: A Comparative View, Conference at Max Weber 
Centre for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies, Erfurt: Religious and Geographical 
Conditions of Urban Realities: An Interpretive Approach to Geographical Urban 
Research 

2016. Festival della Scienza di Genoa, Genoa: Why Global Understanding? 

2016. GéoPoint. Institut de Géographie et de Durabilité de l’universitè de Lausanne, 
Lausanne: Action Centered Geography. Geography-Making, Socio Spatial Relations, 
and Everyday Regionalizations 

2016. Taihu World Cultural Forum, Macau (China): A IGU Initiative for an International 
Year of Global Understanding 

2016. National University of Taiwan, Taipei: The International Year of Global 
Understanding 

2016. Institute of Geography, Chinese University of Hon Kong, Hong Kong: The 2016 
International Year of Global Understanding 

2016. Geographische Kolloquium, Universität Leipzig, Leipzig: Sinnhafte Konstruktion 
geographischer Wirklichkeiten. Grundzüge des „2016 International Year of Global 
Understanding“ 

2016. Opening Ceremony of the SFB 1911 – Processes of Spatialization under the Global 
Condition”, Universität Leipzig, Leipzig: Globalisierung räumlich verstehen? 

2016. Opening Ceremony of the IYGU Regional Action Center for Spain, Santiago de 
Compostela: The International Year of Global Understanding. The Progam and 
Local Activities 

2016. Geographical Association Annual Conference and Exhibition ‘Making Geographical 
Connections’, Manchester: The International Year of Global Understanding 

2016. UNESCO Inception Symposium on Broadening the Application of the Sustainability 
Science Approach in support of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Paris: 
The Concept of the IYGU and Sustainability Sciences 

2016. Annual AAG Meeting, San Francisco: A panel member for the International Year of 
Global Understanding 

2016. Kongress der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Erziehungswissenschaften, Kassel: Räume 
für Bildung. Räume der Bildung. “Raum” und der Spatial Turn – Dimensionsn 
gesellschaftlicher Raumverhältnisse 

2016. University of Genoa, Genoa: The Program of the IYGU and the Regional Action 
Centers. 

2016. Opening Ceremony of the IYGU, Volkshaus, Jena: Program and aims of the IYGU 

2016. German Future Earth Summit, Berlin: The Structure of the International Year of 
Global Understanding. 

2015. JGU Mainz Lecture Series, Mainz: Sinnhafte Konstruktionen geographischer 
Wirklichkeiten (Meaningful Constructions of Geographical Realities) 
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2015. European ESRI User Conference, Salzburg: The Structure of the International Year 
of Global Understanding. 

2015. Tag der Deutschen Geographie, Humboldt-University Berlin, Berlin: UNESCO 
Proklamation – Das Internationale Jahr der Geographie 2016: Global Understanding 

2015. Pressekonferenz zur offiziellen Proklamation des IYGU für 2016, Jena: Das 
Internationale Jahr ist proklamiert 

2015. Durban World Social Science Forum, Durban: Declaration of the 2016 International 
Year of Global Understanding 

2015. CNI Sustainability – Climate Change: Paths Towards a Global Low-carbon Economy, 
Rio de Janeiro: The potential of IYGU for low-carbon economy 

2015. Local Organization Committee (LOC) of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Rio 
Headquarters, Rio de Janeiro: The 2016 IYGU at the Olympic and Para-Olympic 
Games 2016 

2015. World Congress on Cartography, Rio de Janeiro: The Role of International 
Cartographic Association in the IYGU 

2015. IGU Regional Conference 2015, Session Cultural Approach, Moscow: Cultural 
Approach to Global Sustainability and Global Understanding’ 

2015. IGU Regional Conference 2015, Moscow: A IGU Initiative for an International Year 
of Global Understanding 

2015. IGU Regional Conference 2015, Moscow: Cartography and Globalization – 
Introduction to the plenary lecture of Prof. Georg Gartner, president of the 
International Cartographic Association 

2015. Russian Academy of Science, Moscow: The IYGU in Russia. Potential Program for a 
Regional Action Center 

2015. Aktuelle Ansätze und Entwicklung der Sozialgeographie. Institute of Geography, 
University of Bonn: Gesellschaftliche Raumverhältnisse. Geographische 
Gesellschaftsforschung im Zeitalter der Digitalen Revolution 

2015. Institut für Amerikanisitik, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, Jena: The Meaningful 
Construction of Geographical Realities – Implications for American Studies 

2015. Institut für Religionswissenschaften, Universität Erfurt, Erfurt: Der Spatial Turn und 
das Handeln der Subjekte. Vom „Raum“ zu den gesellschaftlichen Raumverhältnissen 

2015. American Association of Geographers, Chicago: The UNESCO Proclamation of the 
IYGU 

2015. APHELEI, European Commission Erasmus Mundus+ Master Course, Macao 
(Portugal): The UNESCP Proclamation of the IYGU 

2014. Cultural Landscape Management Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte/Morro do Pilar 
(Brazil): The IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of Global Understanding – 
Implication for Regional and Local Developments 

2014. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kigali: The International Year of Global Understanding. 
Strategy for Africa and Rwanda. 

2014. University of Rwanda, Kigali: The International Year of Global Understanding. 

2014. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow: The 2016 International Year of Global 
Understanding. An IGU Initiative 

2014. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow: The Program of the IGU-Commission Cultural 
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Approach in Geography 

2014. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow: IYGU and Geography Education 
2014. Secretaria General Iberoamericana (SEGIB), Madrid: The IYGU Cooperation with 

Latin America 
 

2014. Brazilian Chamber of Industry (CNI), Brasilia: IYGU and the National Program for 
Brazil 

2014. University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo: A IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of 
Global Understanding 

2014. Brazilian Institute of Architects, Sao Paulo: Global Understanding of Urbanization 

2014. Brazilian Chamber of Commerce, Rio de Janeiro: IYGU and Brazil at the UN 
General Assembly 

2014. Getulio Vargas Foundation, Rio de Janeiro: The IYGU Publications 

2014. Permanent Mission to the UN of the Republic of Korea, United Nations, New York: 
The Program IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of Global Understanding 

2014. Permanent Mission to the UN of Brazil, United Nations, New York: The Program 
IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of Global Understanding 

2014. Permanent Mission to the UN of Portugal, United Nations, New York: The Program 
IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of Global Understanding 

2014. Permanent Mission to the UN of Rwanda, New York: Preseentaion ot the IYGU to 
the vice-ambassdor, the cooerdinator of the UN General Assembly and the 
application team of the Rwadan permanent mission. 20.4.2014 

2014. Interactive Dialouge on Harmony with Nature at the UN Headquarter in New York, 
Trusteeship Council Chamber: A IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of 
Global Understanding 24.4.2014 

2014. APHELEI, European Commission Erasmus Mundus+ Master Course, Macao 
(Portugal): Global Understanding and Cultural Landscape Management 

2014. Erwachsenenbildung und Raum. Dt Institut für Erwachsenenbildung, Basel: 
Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit 

2014. German Future Earth Summit, Berlin: Presentation of the IYGU at the World 
Café – Global Interconnectedness 

2013. Institut für Religionswissenschaften, Universität Erfurt, Erfurt: Der spatial turn und 
die Sozialwissenschaften 

2013. 4th Interactive Dialogue of the General Assembly on Harmony with Nature, 
United Nations, New York: IGU Initiative for an UN International Year of Global 
Understanding 

2013. UNESCO General Conference, Paris: Declaration of the IYGU 2016. 

2013. UNESCO, Paris: Preparation of the African voting group for the perseataion of 
IYGU to the General Conference 

2013. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto: Cultural Dimensions in Sustainability Research 

2013. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kigali. Report on the latest developments of the IYGU 
application process and future strategies 

2013. Institute of Geography and Natural Resources Research, Beijing: IYGU - Claims, 
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Program and Outreach 

2013. Beijing Normal University, Beijing: Global Understanding – A New Paradigm for 
Sustainability Research? 

2013. Taiwan Geosciences Assembly, Taipei: Opening Keynote Lecture, Global 
Understanding – A New Paradigm for Sustainability Research? 

2013. Taipei Normal University, Taipei: IYGU and the National Education Program of 
Taiwan 

2013. UNESCO Paris, African voting Group: The IGU Initiative for an UN International 
Year of Global Understanding and its presentation to the UNESCO Executive Board. 

2013 APHELEIA Eramsus Mundius Program Macao (Portugal): From regional to global 
sustainability. 

2012. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kigali. The IGU Initiative for an UN International Year 
of Global Understanding 

2012. National University of Rwanda, Kigali. A IGU Initiative for an UN International 
Year of Global Understanding 

2012. Teacher training inside of Geography in Thüringen, Jena. Lived Geographies. 

2012. Nation Chamber of Commerce of Brazil: CNI/COEMA"82” Reunião do Coema 
Nacional, Brasilia: Implications and Potentials for the Private Sector: The 
International Year of Global Understanding 

2012. Everyday regionalization and Urban Research. Fourth International Seminar, 
Presidente Prudente (Brazil): Visible and Invisible geographies of Everyday life 

2012. University of Sao Paulo, San Paulo: The Meaningful Construction of Geographical 
Realities 

2012. IGC Congress, Cologne: The IGU-Initiative International Year of Global 
Understanding. A Programmatic Outline 

2012. Räume und Identitäten als soziale Praxis. Theorien – Konzepte – Methoden (Space 
and Identities as Social Practice. Theories - Concepts – Methods), Luxemburg: 
Praktiken der Welt-Bindung. Zur Analyse gesellschaftlicher Raumverhältnisse 
(Practices of World Connections. For an analysis of social space conditions). 

2012. TIERS, Jena: From Living Spaces to Global Sustainability 

2012. Institute of Environment and Resources, Taipei: The International Year of Global 
Understanding 

2012. Geographical Society. National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei: Global 
Understanding Program for Teaching: The Challenge of Geography and Global 
Sustainability 

2012. Institute of Geography. Taiwan National University, Taipei: Geography and 
Global Sustainability 

2012. Secretary General of the Korean Permanent Mission at the UN, New York: The 
Implications of IYGU for an applicant country 

2012. AAG Meeting, New York: The International Year of Global Understanding. 
Programmatic Outline and Public Involvements. 

2012 Weimar. The Progam of the IYGU. Inaugural Meeting of the IYGU Streering 
Committee. 
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2012 Deutsche Nationalkomittee Global Change Forschung (NKGCF). Codesigned 
Knowledge. Integrated Global Change Research. Berlin (06.03.-09.03.2012) 

2012. Mohammed VI Foundation, Rabat: Meeting with Moroccan State Secretaries and 
Representatives to present the Implications of IYGU for an applicant country 

2011. IGU Regional Conference, Santiago de Chile: The IGU-Initiative for an 
Interantional Year of Global Understanding. (IYGU). Goals, Ambitions and Outline 
of the Program 

2011. Escuela Militar, Santiago de Chile: State of the Art of the IYGU. Report to the EC 
of IGU 

2011. Prince Albert II Foundation, Monaco: Global Understanding and Sustainability. The 
Program Meeting with Representatives to present the Implications of IYGU for an 
applicant country. 

2011. First meeting of the Scientific Panel of IYGU, Jena. Dimensions of Scientific and 
Outreach Program – State of the Art and Further Requirements 

2011. First meeting of the Scientific Panel of IYGU, Jena: Opening keynote presentation 
UN International Years and the program of the IGU-Initiative for an International 
Year of Global Understanding. 

2011. Verräumlichung der Weltbilder. Die Gothaer Kartensammlung als europäisches Erbe. 
Vortrag für Ministerpräsident Alhaus der Vertretung des Thüringer Landtages zum 
Kauf der Sammlung. Schloss Gotha 30.6.2011 

2011. First meeting of the Steering Committee of IYGU, Weimar: Opening keynote 
presentation Dimensions of the Scientific Program of IYGU 

2010. ISSC/CIPSH General Assembly Joint Symposium, Nagoya: Society/Nature and 
Everyday Life in the Global Age. Changing Nature – Changing Sciences? The 
Challenges of Global Environmental Change Research for the Social Sciences and 
Humanities. 

2010. XXVIIIth General Assembly of the International Councils of Social Sciences, 
Nagoya: The IGU-Initiative for an International Year of Global Understanding 

2010. Festival de Géographie, Saint Dié: L’Initiative de l’UGI por une année international 
‚Global Understanding’ (The IGU-Initiative for an International Year of Global 
Understanding) 

2010. Science Institute for the German UNESCO Commission, Bonn: The IGU- 
Initiative for an International Year of Global Understanding 

2010. IGU Regional Conference “Bridging Diversity in a Globalizing World”, Tel Aviv: 
IYGU – IGU Commissions and the International Year. 

2010. IGU Regional Conference “'Bridging Diversity in a Globalizing World”, Tel Aviv: 
State of the Art of IYGU 

2010. IGU Regional Conference “Bridging Diversity in a Globalizing World”, Tel Aviv: 
The IGU-Initiative “International UN-Year on Global Understanding (IYGU)”. 
Goals, Ambitions and Outline of the Program 

2010. IGU-Conference of the Commission Cultural Approach in Geography 'Touristic 
Cultures: Space, Mobilities, Corporealities, Sion: Welcome address 'Tourism, Culture 
and Geography' 

2010. 9th Symposium of Knowledge and Space: Knowledge and Action. University of 
Heidelberg: Spatial Relations, Action, and the Constitution of Socio-Cultural 
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Realities 
 

2010. 'The Challenges in Global Sustainability Research'. Triennial ICSU Unions meeting at 
Institute Pasteur, Paris: The possible contributions of International UN-Year on 
Global Understanding (IYGU) 

2010. International Geo-Scientific Unions, Paris: The IGU-Initiative 'International UN- 
Year on Global Understanding (IYGU)' and the GeoUnions 

2010. ‘Regionalization and Identity Constructions in Border Areas’ (IPSE-AG Exposé), 
Luxembourg: Keynote presentation Alltägliche Regionalisierungen, Raum und 
Identität (Everyday Regionalisations, Space and Identity) 

2009. Exzellenzprogramm der Historiker Bayerns, Ingolstadt: Raum und Geschichte 
(Space and History) 

2008. Laboratorium Aufklärung, Jena: Die IGU-Initiative für ein IYUN “Global 
Understanding” (The IGU-Initiative 'International UN-Year on Global 
Understanding) 

2008. Institute of Geography, University of Zurich, Zurich: Globaler Wandel und 
Kultur (Global Change and Culture) 

2008. 31st International Congress of Geography, Tunis: IGU-Initiative for UNIY on 
Global Understanding 

2008. Stadtgespräch Radio, Jena: Interview 

2008. University of Santiago di Compostela, Santiago di Compostela: The need for an 
IYUN on Culture and Globalisation 

2008. Congress on Processes of Heritage Making in Geographical Space’ at the University 
of Santiago di Compostela, Santiago di Compostela: Cultural Heritage and Cultural 
Geography 

2008. Annual Meeting of Canadian Geographers, Quebéc: Introduction of Guest Speaker 
Derek Gregory 

2008. Annual Meeting of Canadian Geographers, Quebéc: Opening Lecture IGU-Initiative 
for an International UN-Year 

2008. Home of Geography, Rome: IGU-Initiative for UNIY: CCHD: The need for a new 
Orientation 

2008. Home of Geography, Rome: IGU-Initiative for UNIY: CCHD and it’s problematic 
short-comings 

2008. 5. Tagung Neue Kulturgeographie: Kulturelle Dimensionen geographischer Praktiken, 
Jena: IGU-Initiative für ein Internationales UN-Jahr: Von CCHD zu “Cultural and 
Natural Diversity?” (IGU Initiative for an International UN Year: From CCHD to 
‘Cultural and Natural Diversity?’) 

2007. Deutsches Archäologisches Institut. (2. Workshop Forschungscluster 3 – Politische 
Räume, Frankfurt am Main: Andere Zeiten – Andere Räume. Traditionelle und 
spätmoderne Raumverhältnisse (Other times - other spaces. Traditional and late 
modern space conditions) 

2007. Auditorium Lecture, Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena, Jena: Geographie ist nicht - 
Geographie wird gemacht! Geography is not - Geography is done! 

2007. Auditorium Lecture, Karl-Ruprechts-University Heidelberg, Heidelberg: Max Weber 
und Alfred Hettner. Das Heidelberger Erbe und die Zukunft der Geographie (Max 
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Weber and Alfred Hettner. The Heidelberg Heritage and the Future of Geography) 
2007. IGU Conference, Buenos Aries: About the Future of the Cultural Approach in 

Geography 

2007. IGU Conference, Buenos Aries: The Cultural Approach in Geography and the IGU- 
Initiative for an UN-Year 

2007. International IGU Conference, Oulu: CCHD - The IGU initiative in the light of the 
cultural turn. (The Changing Cultural Geographies of Place, Region and Mobility) 

2007. International IGU Conference, Oulu: “The Cultural Approach in Geography.” (The 
Changing Cultural Geographies of Place, Region and Mobility) 

2007. Schweizer Fernsehen/3sat (Kulturplatz), Zurich: Google Earth. A Social Geography 
Commentary 

2007. Forth Conference on “Neue Kulturgeographie”, Frankfurt am Main: Cultures and 
civilizations for Human Development. Eine interdisziplinäre und internationale 
Initiative der IGU (Cultures and Civilizations for Human Development. An 
interdisciplinary and international IGU Initiative) 

2006. Der Geocode der Medien, University Siegen, Siegen: Körper, Raum und mediale 
Repräsentation (Body, Space and Media Representation) 

2006. La città cosmopolita. University Palermo, Palermo: Cultures and civilisations for 
human development. (CCHD) 

2006. La città cosmopolita. University Palermo, Palermo: Une géographie cosmopolite 
pour une vie mondialisée (A Cosmopolitan Geography Globalized Life) 

2006. La città cosmopolita. University Palermo, Palermo: The Cultural Approach in 
Geography 

2006. Second Interdisciplinary Symposition on Knowledge and Space; Heidelberg: Milieus 
of Creativity 

2006. Regional IGU Conference, Brisbane: Cultures and civilisations for human 
development. (CCHD) 

2006. IGU Conference, Cultural approach in geography, Papeete (Tahiti): Paysage, identité 
et altérité. Commentaires Critiques des présentations (Landscape, identity and 
otherness. Comments Reviews presentations) 

2006. Institute of Geography, Universitiy of Leipzig, Leipzig: Handlungstheoretische 
Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeographie (Theoretical action Social and Economic 
Geography) 

2006. DFG roundtable Methodische und konzeptionelle Probleme der Mensch-Umwelt- 
Forschung. Sozialgeographische Handlungstheorie vs. Aktor-Netzwerk-Theorie, 
Leipzig: Handeln als Strukturierung der Natur. Subjekt, Körper und Raum. (Acting 
as a Structuring Nature. Subject, Body and Space) 

2005. IGU-Conference on Cultures and civilisations for human development. Home of 
geography, Rome: Cultures and Civilizations in a Globalised World 

2005. Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Leipzig: Introduction to the workshop 
Visualization and geography. Introduction to the workshop 

2005. Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen Archives, Gotha: Panel member for Die 
Verräumlichung des Welt-Bildes (The spatialization of the world picture) 

2005. Home of Geography, Rome: Cultures and Civilisations. (Comments on the IGU 



50 
CV Benno Werlen 

 

Research Initiative) 
 

2005. Hettner-Lecture: Denis Cosgrove, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg: Panel member 
for Landscape and Geography 

2005. IGU Workshop. Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Leipzig: Geographies and 
the Media 

2005. Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie Workshop, Jena: Handlungstheoretische 
Sozialgeographie und Strukturationstheorie (Theoretical Action Social Geography and 
Structuration) 

2005. Laboratoire Choros, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Lausanne: Quel 
espace pour quelle société? Fondements épistémologiques et ontologiques des 
théories de l’espace. (What Space for what Society? Epistemological and Ontological 
Foundations of Theories of Space) 

2005. Université de Genève, Geneva: La nouvelle géogrpahie sociale et la globalisation (The 
New Social Geography and Globalization) 

2004. Heimweh – Gespräche über ein Gefühl, Weimar: “Home is, where my laptop is” 
(Björk): Heim(at)weh in virtuellen Welten (‘Home is, where my laptop is’ (Björk): 
Homesickness in a Virtual World) 

2004. 30th IGU-Congress, Glasgow: Cultural Geography and Cultural Turn: From 
traditionalist orthodoxy towards a constructivist perspective 

2004. Auditorium Lecture, Jena: Mitteldeutschland: Eine Region wird gemacht! (Central 
Germany: A Region is made!) 

2004. Institut de Géographie de la Sorbonne, Université Paris, Paris: Géographie et le 
tournant culturel (Geography and Cultural Turn) 

2004. 100th Meeting Association of American Geographers, Philadelphia: Media and the 
Production of (problematic) spatial Identities 

2004. Der Raum im Zeitalter der Globalisierung, Stuttgart: Andere Zeiten - Andere Räume 
(Other times – Other Spaces) 

2004. Cultural Turn in der Geographie, Leipzig: Kulturgeographie und kulturtheoretische 
Wende (Cultural Geography and Cultural Theoretical Turning) 

2004. Institute of Geography University Münster, Muenster: Handlungstheoretische 
Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeographie (Theoretical Action of Social and Economic 
Geography) 

2003. Lions Club, Jena: Die Praxis der Sozialgeographie (the Practice of Social Geography) 

2003. Third Euro Conference: The European City in Transition - Urbanism and 
Globalisation, Weimar: Urbanität und Stadtentwicklung (Urbanity and Urban 
Development) 

2003. Festival de Géographie de l’associations des géographes français, Saint Dié: Où est le 
„Heimat“ dans un monde globalisé ? (Where is “Home” in a globalized world?) 

2003. 54th Working Group Meeting, Bern: Geography and Social Theory 

2003. Fachhochschule Luzern, Luzern: Kritischer Rationalismus: Wissenschaft und 
Technik (Critical Rationalism: Science and Technology) 

2003. University of Zurich, Zurich: Handlungstheorie und globalisierte 
Wirtschaftsgeographien (Action Theory and Globalised Social Geography) 
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2003. Universität Augsburg, Augsburg: Geographien der Praxis und Praxis der 
Sozialgeographie. Eine programmatische Standortbestimmung (Geographies of 
Practice and Practice of Social Geography. A Programmatic Positioning) 

2003. Université de Neuchâtel, Neuchâtel: Géographie culturelle et mondialisation 
(Cultural Geography and Globalization) 

2003. Bielefeld University, Bielefeld: The Social and the Spatial in the Globalisation Process 

2002. Second EuroConference: The European City in Transition - Urbanism and 
Globalisation, Weimar: The City and the Globalisation Process. Introduction to the 
workshop “The Development of Postmetropolis and Globalisation” 

2002. Earth Sciences, Bonn: Die Kulturgeographie nach dem cultural turn. Eine 
programmatische Standortbestimmung (Cultural Geography after the Cultural Turn. 
A Programmatic Positioning) 

2002. Deutschen Schulgeographentag, Vienna. Guest Lecturer, Geographieunterricht ohne 
Raum. Ein Blick auf die Geographien der Subjekte (Geography lessons without Space. 
A look at the Subject Geography) 

2002. FSU Jena, Jena: Panel Member with Federal minister Scharping and Prof. Dicke 
Globalisierung politisch gestalten. Die sozialgeographische Sicht (Politically shaping 
Globalization. The Social Geography View) 

2002. 1st SFB/FK 560 Symposium: Lokale Vitalität und die Lokalisierung des Globalen, 
Bayreuth: Die Globalisierung des lokalen Handelns. Eine sozialgeographische 
Perspektive (The Globalization of Local Action. A Socio-geographical Perspective) 

2002. Theorielabor Ernst Häckel-Haus FSU, Jena: Theorie der Strukturierung von Anthony 
Giddens als Grundlage der ökologischen Forschung? (Anthony Giddens' Theory of 
Structuration as the basis of Ecological Research?) 

2002. Scientific Advisory Board of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth (The Social Space Concept of the German Youth Policy. A 
Critical Commentary), Berlin 

2002. Institute of Geography, University of Nice, Nice: The Modernisation of Social 
Geography 

2002. Die Mitte Deutschlands. Interdisziplinärer Workshop Weimarer Klassik, Eisenach: 
Geographien symbolischer Aneignung (Geographies Symbolic Appropriation) 

2001. Spaciality and Social Relations in the 21st Century, Roskilde: Globalisation, 
Regionalisation and Everyday Life 

2001. International Workshop “Wissenschaftliche Begleitung E&C”, Dresden: Raus aus 
dem Container!“ Aktuelle sozialgeographische Perspektiven zur (Sozial-) 
Raumdiskussion. (Out of the Container. The Current Social Geography Perspective 
on the (Social-) Space Discussion 

2001. 53rd Dt. Geography Day, Leipzig: Bedeutung, Objekt und Region. Die 
Humanökologie von Peter Weichhart (Meaning, Object and Region. Human Ecology 
by Peter Weichhart) 

2001. 53rd Dt. Geography Day, Leipzig: Forschungs- und wissenschaftspolitische 
Implikationen des “Cultural Turn” in den Humanwissenschaften (Research and 
Scientific Policy Implications of the ‘Cultural Turn’ in Humanities) 

2001. 53rd Dt. Geography Day, Leipzig: Urbanität und Lebensstile. Einführung in die 
Leitthemasitzung (Urbanity and Lifestyles. Introduction to the Theme Session) 
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2001. HGD Workshop, Jena: Die Geographien der Objekte und die Geographien der 
Subjekte (Geography of Objects and Geography of Subjects) 

2001. Historisches Seminar der FSU, Jena: “Region” als symbolische Konstruktion. 
Vorstellung eines DFG-Projekts (Region as a Symbolic Construction. Introducing a 
DFG Project) 

2001. Institute for Geography at the TU, Karlsruhe: „Stadt“: Territoriale Kategorie oder 
Lebensform? (“The State” Territorial Category or Way of Life?) 

2001. Institute for Geography, University of Erlangen, Erlangen: “Region” als soziale 
Konstruktion (Region as a Social Construction) 

2001. 97th Annual Meeting of the AAG, New York: Panel Member for Place and Body 
Politics 

2001. Department of Geography, University of California Los Angeles, Los Angeles: 
Globalisation and Geographical Representations 

2001. Institute for Geography, University of Vienna, Vienna: Workshop - Sozialgeographie 
und didaktische Praxis (Social Geography and Didactic Practices) 

2001. Institute for Geography, University of Vienna, Vienna: Geographien des eigenen 
Lebens (The Geographies of one’s life) 

2001. Institute for Regional Development and State Planning, Berlin: Wissensmilieus und 
Stadtentwicklung (Knowledge milieus and Urban Development) 

2000. Institute for Geography, University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg: Handlungsorientierte 
Sozialgeographie: Zum Stand der Diskussion (Action-oriented Social Geography: The 
State of the Debate) 

2000. Institute for Geography, University of Mannheim, Mannheim: Wozu 
Sozialgeographie? (What Social Geography?) 

2000. Department of Sociology, Federal University of Recife, Recife: Society, Action and 
Space 

2000. Department of Sociology, Federal University of Recife, Recife: Action Theory and 
Conceptions of Space 

2000. Department of Sociology, Federal University of Recife, Recife: Social Geography: A 
European Project 

2000. Federal University of Niteroí, Niteroí: Globalisation and the Nation-State 

2000. Federal University of Niteroí, Niteroí: Everyday Regionalizations 

2000. University of Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro: Nationalism and Regionalism: A 
Geographical Persective 

2000. University of Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro: Social Geography of Everyday 
Regionalzations 

2000. University of Sao Paulo, San Paulo: Action Theory and Conceptions of Space 

2000. University of Sao Paulo, San Paulo: Globalised Lifeworlds - Globalised Everyday 
Geographies 

2000. Federal University of Curitiba, Curitiba: Social Geography: A European Project 

2000. Federal University of Curitiba, Curitiba: Ontologies of Society and Space 

2000. Department of Anthropology, University of Göttingen, Göttingen: Räumliche 
Aspekte in der kulturwissenschaftlichen Forschung (Spatial Aspects of Cultural 
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Studies) 

2000. Institute for Geography at the TU, Karlsruhe: Globalisierte Lebenswelten – 
Globalisierte Geographien des Alltags (Globalized Worlds - Globalized Geographies 
of Everyday Life) 

2000. Institute for Geography, University of Tübingen, Tübingen: Globalisierte 
Lebenswelten – Globalisierte Geographien des Alltags (Globalized Worlds - 
Globalized Geographies of Everyday Life) 

2000. Peripherie und Zentrum” in Geschichte, Philosophie und Sozialwissenschaften, 
Hannover: The Social and the Spatial in the Globalization Process 

1999. Institute for Geography, University of Potsdam, Potsdam: Die Geographie der 
Globalisierung: Zukunftsperspektiven sozialgeographischer Forschung (The 
Geography of Globalization: Prospects for the Future Social Geographic Research) 

1999. CommCept Symposium; Luzern: Globalisierung und Kulturalisierung der Wirtschaft. 
Chancen für Klein- und Mittelbetriebe (Globalization and Culturalization of the 
Economy. Opportunities for Small and Medium Enterprises) 

1999. Day of Research, Jena: Die Geographie der Globalisierung (The Geographies of 
Globalization) 

1999. Working Group, 52. Dt. Geographentag, Hamburg: Introducing the Session 
Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie (Geography and Social Theory) 

1999. Working Group, 52. Dt. Geographentag, Hamburg: Panel Member for 
Paradigmenvielfalt (Paradigm Diversity) 

1999. Working Group, 52. Dt. Geographentag, Hamburg: Globalisierung in Alltag und 
Schulunterricht (Globalization in Everyday Life and School Lessons) 

1999. SFB 417 Regionale Identifikationsprozess, Leipzig: Die gesellschaftliche 
Konstruktion der Region (The Social Construction of Region) 

1999. 100th Anniversary of Alfred Schütz, Schütz Archiv, University of Konstanz, 
Konstanz: Globalisierte Lebenswelten (Globalized Lifeworlds) 

1999. Research Training Group “Regionale Identität”, Halle: „Raum“ und „Region“ im 
Globalisierungsprozess (‘Space’ and ‘Region’ in Globalisation Processes) 

1999. International Symposium on ‘The Emergence of Transnational Social Spaces’, 
Göttingen: The Social and the Spatial in the Globalisation Process 

1999. IMIS and the Institute of Cultural and Geosciences, University of Osnabrück, 
Osnabrück: Globalisierung. Eine sozialgeographische Perspektive (Globalisation. A 
social Geography Perspective) 

1998. Werner Reimers conferences. Search processes innovative research areas for the 
Ministry of Education and Research III, Bad Homburg: Die Zukunft der Area 
Studies (The Future of Study Areas) 

1998. Congress on European Border Regions, Nijmegen: Globalization and Region - 
Processes of Regionalizations 

1998. Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie, Jena: Sozialgeographie alltäglicher 
Regionalisierungen (Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations) 

1998. Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie, Jena: Strukturationstheorie (Structuration 
Theory) 

1998. Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie, Jena: Handlungstheoretische Sozialgeographie 
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(Action Theoretical Social Geography) 

1998. 29th Congress of the German Society of Sociology, “Grenzenlose Gesellschaft” 
Freiburg: Introducing the Plenary Session Naturgrenzen - Sozialgrenzen – 
Sinngrenzen (Natural Boundaries - Social Limits - Meaning Limits) 

1998. Werner Reimers Conferences Suchprozesse innovativer Forschungsbereiche für das 
Ministerium für Forschung und Bildung II, Bad Homburg: Gibt es heute noch 
Regionen? Eine Kontroverse mit Rudolf Stichweh. (Are There Still Areas? A 
Controversy with Rudolf Stichweh) 

1998. Working Group Geographie und Gesellschaftstheorie“, TU Dresden, Dresden: 
Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen. Implikationen einer 
sozialwissenschaftlichen Geographie. (Social Geography of Everyday Regionalization. 
Implications of Social Science Geography) 

1998. Hartke Symposium, Munich: Wolfgang Hartke – Begründer der deutschen 
Sozialgeographie und Erneuerer der Geographie (Wolfgang Hartke - Founder of the 
German Social Geography and Renovator of Geography) 

1998. Institute for Regional Geography, Leipzig: Länderkunde und alltägliche 
Regionalisierungen (Regional Geography and Everyday Regionalizations) 

1997. Institute for Geography, Humboldt University, Berlin: Geographie der Dinge und die 
Geographien der Subjekte (Geography as a thing and Geography as a Subject) 

1997. Symposium on Alfred Schutz’s Theory of Social Sciences. Center for Advanced 
Studies in Phenomenology. Department of Philosophy, Florida Atlantic University, 
Boca Raton: Space and Identities – Regionalism and Nationalism Florida 

1997. 51st German Geographers Day, Bonn. Der Autor und die Kritik. Stellungnahme zur 
Kritik von H. H. Blotevogel und J. Oßenbrügge. (The Author and the Critic. Opinion 
on the review of H. H. and J. Blotevogel Oßenbrügge) 

1997. Werner Reimers Conference, Suchprozesse innovativer Forschungsbereiche für das 
Ministerium für Forschung und Bildung, Bad Homburg: Globalisierung, 
Kulturalisierung und “area studies” (Globalisation, Culturalization and Study Areas) 

1996. Institute of Geography, Freie Universtät, Berlin: Geographie und Globalisierung der 
Lebenswelten. Theorie und Fallbeispiele aus der empirischen Forschung (Geography 
and Globalisation of Lifestyles. Theory and Case Studies from Empirical Research) 

1996. Department of Geography, Oslo: Societies and Space – Regionalism and Identities 

1996. Department of Geography, Bergen: Action Models and Concepts of Space 

1996. Department of Geography, Bergen: Action Models and Concepts of Space 

1996. Working Group, Offenbach: Globalisierung, regionale Identität und Regionalisierung 
(Globalisation, Regional Identity and Regionalization) 

1996. Institute of Geography, Dresden: Die Geographie und die Globalisierung der 
Lebenswelten (The Geography and the Globalisation of Lifestyles) 

1996. Institute of Geography, Vienna: Neuere Entwicklungen der Wirtschaftsgeographie im 
Rahmen der Humangeographie: Globalisierte Wirtschaftsgeographien (New 
Developments in Economic Geography, in reference to Space and Human 
Geography: Globalized Economic Geographies) 

1996. PhD Course, Department of Geography, Oslo: Phenomenology and the 
Methodology of Regional and Urban Research 

1996. PhD Course, Department of Geography, Bergen: What About the Human 
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Geography of the Global Village? 

1996. Inaugural Lecture, University of Zurich, Zurich: Societies and Space – Regionalism 
and Identities 

1995. Institute of Geography, Jena: Regionalismus als soziale Bewegung. Eine 
sozialgeographische Analyse (Regionalism as a Social Movement. A Social 
Geographical Analysis) 

1995. Institute of Geography, Salzburg: Die Geographie und das globale Dorf (Geography 
and the Global Village) 

1995. Institute of Geography, Vienna: Die Geographie globalisierter Lebenswelten 
(Geography of Globalised Lifestyles) 

1995. Institute of Geography, Bern: Regionalismus als soziale Bewegung. Eine 
geographische Analyse Regionalism as a Social Movement. A Social Geographical 
Analysis) 

1995. Social Sciences Congress SOWI 95, Bern: Introducing Anthony Giddens 

1995. 50th German Geographers Day, Potsdam: Anthony Giddens’ Strukturationstheorie 
und die Geographie (Anthoy Gidden’s Structuration Theory and Geography) 

1995. Schweizerische Akademie der Naturwissenschaften, St. Gallen: Regionalismus: Eine 
anti-moderne Antwort auf die Konsequenzen der Moderne? (Regionalism: An Anti- 
modern Response to the Consequences of Modernity?) 

1995. Austrian Institute for Spatial Planning, Vienna: Der Raum der Geographen im 
„globalen Dorf“ (The Space for Geographers in the Global Village) 

1995. Political Science Seminar, Department of Geography, Lausanne: Societés et espace – 
régionalisme et identités (Societies and Space - Regionalism and Identities) 

1995. Research Seminar in Philosophy – Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science, 
New School for Social Research, New York: Body, Space and Identity in the Work of 
Alfred Schutz 

1995. Institute of Geography, Jena: Theoretische Ansätze der Sozialgeographie (Theoretical 
Approaches in Social Geography) 

1995. Institute of Geography, Jena: Zur Sozialgeographie des „Globalen Dorfes” (Social 
Geography in the Global Village) 

1994. Faculty of Arts, Zurich: Regionalismus: Theorie und Fallbeispiel (Regionalism: 
Theory and Case Study) 

1994. University of Denpasar, Denpasar (Indonesia): Tourism, Tradition and Modernity 

1994. Institute of Geography, Bonn: Von der Regionalgeographie zur Sozialgeographie 
alltäglicher Regionalisierungen (From Regional Geography to Social Geography and 
Everyday Regionalizations) 

1994. Institute of Geography, Zurich: Von der Regionalgeographie zur Sozial- 
/Kulturgeographie der Regionalisierung (From Regional Geography to Social and 
Cultural Geography of Regionalizations) 

1994. German Society for Human Ecology, Würzburg: Natur, Körper und Identität. 
Traditionelle Denkfiguren in sozialgeographischer Reinterpretation (Nature, Body and 
Identity. Traditional Patterns of Thought in Social Geographical Reinterpretation) 

1994. 90th Annual Meeting of the AAG, San Francisco: Relativism in Cultural Geography 
and Phenomenology 
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1993. 49th German Geographers Day, Bochum: Regionalismus: Eine neue soziale 
Bewegung (Regionalism: A New Social Movement) 

1993. Institute of Geography, Bern: Handlungstheoretische Sozialgeographie: Von der 
Theorie zur Forschungspraxis (Action Theoretical in Social Geography: From Theory 
to Research Practice) 

1992. Institute of Geography, Bonn: Gibt es eine Geographie ohne Raum? Zum 
Verhältnis von traditioneller Geographie und spät-moderner Gesellschaft (Is there 
Geography without Space? On the Relationship between Traditional Geography and 
Late-modern Society) 

1992. Institute of Sociology, Bern: Gesellschaft, Raum und Zeit. Die Strukturationstheorie 
von Anthony Giddens (Society, Space and Time. Anthony Gidden’s Structuration 
Theory) 

1991. 87th Annual Meeting of the AAG, Miami: Human Geographies without Space? 
Social Action and Space: A View from the Perspective of Action Theory 

1990. Research Seminar, Sidney Sussex College Cambridge: Spatial Laws and Human 
Action 

1990. Institute of Geography, Bonn: Stand und Zukunft der deutschen Geographie 
(The Situation and Future of German Geography) 

1989. Department of Geography, University of Cambridge, Cambridge: Methodological 
Individualism and Space 

1989. Congress on Mensch, Umwelt und Gesellschaft, Appenberg: Regionale oder kulturelle 
Identität? (Regional or Cultural Identity?) 

1989. Colloquium on Regional Sciences, Oldenburg: Soziales Handeln und Raum. Zur 
Raumkonzeption der handlungstheoretischen Sozialgeographie (Social Action and 
Space. For Spatial Concepts of Action Theory in Social Geography) 

1989. Oldenburg University, Oldenburg: Zur Methodologie handlungstheoretischer 
Sozialgeographie (The Methodology of Action Theory in Social Geography) 

1988. Institute of Geography, Vienna: Gibt es einen Ausweg aus der 
raumwissenschaftlichen Sackgasse? (Is there to Pass the Space Sciences Impass?) 

1988. British Austrian Seminar on Geography and Social Theory, Zell a. Moos: 
Methodologischer Individualismus, Raum und soziale Wirklichkeit in Giddens’ 
Strukturationstheorie (Methodological Individualism, Space and Social Reality in 
Giddens' Structuration) 

1988. 24th German Sociological Day and 8th Congress of the Swiss Society for Sociology, 
Zurich: Handlung und Situation (Action and Situation) 

1988. 24th German Sociological Day and 8th Congress of the Swiss Society for Sociology, 
Zurich: Soziographie und Sozialgeographie. Ein historischer Vergleich (Sociology and 
Social Geography. A Historical Comparison) 

1988. Institute of Geography der TU München, Munich: Handlung und Raum. Die 
geographische Raumproblematik aus der Sicht handlungstheoretischer 
Sozialgeographie (Action and Space. The Geographical Space Problem from the 
Perspective of Action Theory and Social Geography) 

1987. Fachbereich 8 der Universität, Bremen: Die geographische Raumproblematik im 
Lichte der Handlungstheorie (The Geographical Problem with Space in Light of 
Action Theory) 
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1987. Kultur- und Geowissenschaften, Osnabrück: Handeln and Raum (Action and Space) 

1987. 2nd Conference on Regional Research and Geography, Neuberg: Das Verfahren der 
Situationsanalyse. Ein unbeachteter Vorschlag von K.R. Popper und seine Bedeutung 
für die Methodologie der Regionalforschung (The Situational Analysis. An unheeded 
suggestion by K. R. Popper and its relevance to Regional Research Methodologies. 

1987. 2nd Swiss Geography Conference, Fribourg: Die Geographie zwischen 
Ingenieurwissenschaft und humanistischem Bildungsfach (Geography: Technology or 
Humanistic Education) 

1987. Institute for Empirical Economic Research, Zurich: Grundlagen 
handlungstheoretischer Ökonomie und Sozialgeographie (The Epistemological Basis 
for Action Centred Political Economy and Social Geography) 

1987. 46th German Geographers Day, Munich: Sozialwissenschaftliche Handlungstheorien 
als Grundlage sozialgeographischer Gesellschaftsforschung? (Action Theory as Basis 
for Geographical Social Research) 

1987. Institute of Geography, Bern: Handlung und Raum. Die geographische 
Raumproblematik aus der Sicht handlungstheoretischer Sozialgeographie (Action and 
Space. The Geographical Space Problem from the Perspective of Action Theory in 
Social Geography) 

1987. Institute for Regional Economics, Karlsruhe: Handlung und Raum. Die 
geographische Raumproblematik aus der Sicht handlungstheoretischer 
Sozialgeographie (Action and Space. The Geographical Space Problem from the 
Perspective of Action Theory in Social Geography) 

1987. Swiss Geography Congress, Zurich: Zur integrativen Forschung in der Geographie. 
Ein sozialgeographischer Standpunkt (Integrated Research in Geography. A Social 
Geographic Standpoint) 

1986. Swiss Geography Congress, Fribourg: Die Schweizer Geographie am Wendepunkt: 
Leitbildentwurf für das Ausbildungsprogramm von Diplomgeographen (Swiss 
Geography at a Turning Point: Leading Designs for the Training Program of 
Graduate Geographers) 

1986. Institute of Geography, Bern: Aktuelle Forschungsrichtungen der Geographie 
(Current Research Directions of Geography) 

1985. Institute of Geography, Zurich: Länderkunde und Raumwissenschaft (Regional 
Geography and Regional Science) 

1984. Institute of Philosophy, Fribourg: Die Systemtheorie in Natur- und 
Handlungswissenschaften (Systems Theory in Natural Sciences and Action) 

1983. Swiss Society for Natural Sciences, Fribourg: Methodologische Probleme 
handlungstheoretischer Stadtforschung (Methodological Problems in Action Theory 
State Research) 

1982. School of Cultural and Geosciences, Basel: Die Bezugspunktwahl in der 
funktionalistischen Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeographie (The Selection Reference Point 
in the Functionalist Social and Economic Geography)  

1981. Institute of Geography, Osnabrück: Funktionalismus in Sozialwissenschaft, 
Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeographie (Functionalism in Social Science, Economic 
and Social Geography)  
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SUPERVISED DISSERTATIONS 

Submit ted  for Ph.D. 
 

2019. Fernandes, Hiram Souza: Urban Social Movements and Their Struggles Towards the 
‘Right to the City’. Protest and Creativity as Determinant Features of Democratic 
Cities in Germany and Brazil. 

 
2018. da Costa, Apolonia Sherly: Building Community Resilience for the Flood Disasters in 

Remote Area of Eastern Indonesia. A Case Study in Malaka Region of East Nusa 
Tenggara Province Indonesia. 

 
2017. Leipold, Ralf: Erinnerung, Spur und Raum. Geohistorisches Spurenlesen entlang 

erinnerter DDR-Grenzgeographien. 
 

2016. Suchy, Juliane: Nachhaltigkeit als Rechtfertigungsstrategie spät-moderner 
Konsummuster? Eine sozialgeographische Analyse zum Verhältnis von 
Nachhaltigkeit, Konsum und Räumlichkeit. 

 
2014. Strauß, Dana. Sensitivität und Performanz. Zur theoretischen Bestimmung des 

Geographie-Machens nach dem cultural turn. Publikation: Sozialgeographische 
Bibliothek. Franz Steiner Verlag. 

 
2014. Harendt, Annegret. Gesellschaft. Raum. Narration. Geographische Weltbilder im 

Medienalltag. Publikation: Sozialgeographische Bibliothek. Franz Steiner Verlag. 

2011. Gäbler, Karsten. Das ökologische Feld. Eine sozialgeographischer Analyserahmen 
ökologischer Praxis in Zeiten des Klimawandels. Publikation: Sozialgeographische 
Bibliothek. Franz Steiner Verlag. (The Ecological Field. A Social Geographical 
Analysis Framework for Ecological Practices in Times of Climate Change). 

2010. Federwisch, Tobias. Metropolregion 2.0 – oder: Paradoxien der (mittel)deutschen 
Metropolisierungseuphorie. Publikation: Sozialgeographische Bibliothek. Franz 
Steiner Verlag. (Metropolitan Area 2.0 - or: Paradoxes of (central) Germany 
Metropolisational Euphoria). 

2006. Felgenhauer, Tilo. Argumentieren als regionalisierende Praxis: „Mitteldeutschland“- 
Deutungen des MDR. Publikation: Soziageographische Bibliothek. Franz Steiner 
Verlag. (Reason and Praxis of Regionalisation in Central Germany’s Interpretations of 
MDR) 

2006. Pronk, Marco. Making Sense of the World in Reach. A Study on Everyday 
Geography-Making in Transcontextual Lifeworlds. With Empirical Inquiries into 
Consumption and Communication in Contemporary Bangkok. 

2003. Schlottmann, Antje. Räumliche Sprache und gesellschaftliche Wirklichkeit. Zur 
Theorie „signifikativer Regionalisierungen“. Fallbeispiel „Ostdeutschland“. Jena. 
Publikation: Sozialgeographische Bibliothek. Franz Steiner Verlag (Spatial Language 
and Social Reality. The Theory of Significant Regionalizations. Case Study East 
Germany) 

2003. Lippuner, Roland. Wissenschaft und Alltag. Zum theoretischen Problem, 
Geographien der Praxis zu beobachten. Jena. Publikation: Sozialgeographische 
Bibliothek. Franz Steiner Verlag. (Science and Everyday World. About the Problem, 
to Observe Geographies of Praxis) 
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2003. Schmid, Christian. Stadt, Raum und Gesellschaft. Henri Lefebvre und die Theorie der 
Produktion des Raumes. Jena. Publikation: Sozialgeographische Bibliothek. Franz 
Steiner Verlag. (City, Space and Society. Henri Lefebvre and the Theory of 
Production of Space) 

1996. Odermatt, André. Handlungstheoretische Konzeptualisierung des städtischen 
Wohnungsmarktes. Zurich, (with Prof. H. Elsasser) Publikation: Lit Verlag, Münster. 
(Action Centered Conceptualisation of the Urban Housing Market) 

1995. Siegrist, Dominique. Sehnsucht Himalaya. Alltagsgeographie und Naturdiskurs in 
Bergsteiger-Reiseberichten. Zurich 1995, (with Prof. Gerhard Hard) Publikation: 
Chronos Verlag, Zurich. (Longing for the Himalayas. Everyday Geography and 
Discourses of Nature in Mountain-climbing Travelling Literature) 

 
Submitted for Dip loma 

 
2009. Rham, Silvie. Politische Geographie des Klimawandels. Eine Rekonstruktion der 

diskursiven Regionalisierungspraxis in den Konflikten um das Abschmelzen des 
arktischen Eises. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (The Political Geography of Climate Change. 
A reconstruction of discursive regionalization theories in conflicts surrounding the 
melting Arctic Ice.) 

2008. Nachsel, Vivien. Das Selbstbild der Stadt Jena. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (The Self Image 
of Jena.) 

2008. Rothe, Philipp. Schützen und Bewahren – Der Nationalpark Hainich auf dem Weg 
zum UNESCO-Weltnaturerbe. Eine sozialgeographische Analyse Jena (Diploma 
Thesis) (Protect and Retain - The Hainich National Park en route to Becoming a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. A Social Geographical Analysis) 

2008. Kaiser, Nadine. Kinderfreundliches Wohnumfeld in Jena. Die Entwicklung eines 
Leitfadens zur Schaffung kinderfreundlicher Städte bzw. Stadtteile am Beispiel Jena. 
Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Family Friendly Living Environments in Jena. Guideline 
Development for the Creation of Child-friendly Cities or Neighborhoods, Case Study 
Jena) 

2008. Stollberg, Julia-Nadine. Ortsbezogene Identität, Image und Stadtmarketing. Das 
Fallbeispiel Erfurt. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Location-based Identity, Image and City 
Marketing, Case Study Erfurt) 

2008. Rudolph, David. Symbolische Regionalisierungen und raumbezogene Konflikte. Das 
Beispiel „Grüner Flughafen” Berlin-Brandenburg-International. Jena (Diploma 
Thesis) (Symbolic Regionalization and Spatial Conflicts. The Example of the "Green 
Airport," Berlin-Brandenburg-International.) 

2008. Steeger, Annett. Tourismus und Image. Fallbeispiel „Wanderweg Rennsteig“ Jena 
(Diploma Thesis) (Tourism and Image. The Case Study Wanderweg Rennsteig”) 

2008. Schmidt, Susanne. Geographien der Konsumtion. Fast Food versus Slow Food. Jena 
(Staatsexamen) (Geographies of Consumption. Fast Food versus Slow Food) 

2007. Sprunk, Dana. Nationale Stereotypen? Die Mannschaften der Fußball-WM im Spiegel 
der Medien. Jena (Staatsexamen) (National Stereotypes. The World Cup Football 
Teams through the Eyes of the Media) 
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2006. Kruse, Dorothee. Sozialer Alb(t)raum privater Öffentlichkeit. Gated Communities 
Jena. (Staatsexamen) (Social Nightmares of a Private Public. Gated Communities in 
Jena) 

2006. Federwisch, Tobias. Raumbezogene Identitätspolitik. Fallbeispiel „Zukunft 
Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar“. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Spatial Identity Politics. Case 
Study "Future Rhine-Neckar". Jena) 

2006. Frank, Katharina. Zusammenhang zwischen Lebensstilen und Raumstrukturen in 
deutschen Großstädten. Auswirkungen von Lebensstilen innerhalb der räumlichen 
Strukturen von deutschen Großstädten. Jena (Bachelor thesis) (Relationships between 
Lifestyles and Spatial Structures in Major German Cities. Impact of Lifestyles within 
the Spatial Structures of Major German Cities) 

2006. Vogel, Sebastian. Stadt als symbolische Landschaft. Jena (Bachelor thesis) (The City as 
a Symbolic Landscape) 

2006. Gäbler, Karsten. ‚Tragödie der Allmende?‘ Zum Verhältnis von Mensch und Natur in 
der Debatte um Gemeingüter. Jena (State Examination) (Tragedy of the Commons? 
'On the Relationship between Man and Nature in Commons Debate) 

2005. Abramowski, Martin. Naturgefahrenforschung und Risikoforschung in der 
Humangeographie. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Natural Hazards Research and Risk 
Research in Human Geography) 

2005. Lenk, Stephanie. Relevanz und Bedeutung der signifikativen Regionalisierung 
Mitteldeutschlands in der Alltagskommunikation. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Relevance 
and Importance of the Significant Regionalization in Central Germany in Everyday 
Communication) 

2005. Krieg, Franziska. Identität und Stadt. Jena (State Examination) (Identity and the City) 

2005. Wenz, Michael. Die Veränderung von normativ-politischen Regionalisierungen und 
ihre Akzeptanz bei den Betroffenen. Nutzungskonflikt Talsperre Zeulenroda. Jena 
(Diploma Thesis) (The Change of Normative-political Regionalization and their 
Acceptance by those Concerned. Resource Conflict in Talsperre Zeulenroda) 

2005. Wintzer, Jeannine. Neue Armut und residentielle Segregation. Eine sozialräumliche 
Analyse sozialräumlicher Exklusionsprozesse am Beispiel Alleinerziehender in der 
Stadt Jena. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (New Poverty and Residential Segregation. A Socio- 
spatial Analysis of Socio-spatial Exclusion Processes using the Example of Single 
Parents in Jena) 

2004. Frank, Katrin. “Die soziale Stadt“. Jena-Lobeda als Stadtteil mit besonderem 
Entwicklungsbedarf. Jena (State Examination) (The Social City) 

2004. Vogtland, Sina. Sozialraum und Sozial(raum)politik. Ein handlungstheoretischer 
Gegenentwurf. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Social Space and Social (Space) Policy) 

2004. Söllner, Heike. Zeitgeographische Analyse von Schulsystemen. Lange Wege für kurze 
Beine? Jena (State Examination) (Time Geography and School Systems. A Long Way 
for Little Legs) 

2003. Heyer, Verena. Die Bedeutung regionaler innovativer Netzwerke für multinationale 
Unternehmen. Chemiekonzern „Dow Chemical“ am Standort Mitteldeutschland. Jena 
(State Examination) (The Importance of Regional Innovative Networks to Multi- 
national Enterprises. The Chemical Company "Dow Chemical" in Central Germany) 
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2001. Künzel, Annegret. Verwandtschaftsbeziehungen in der Stadt. Fallbeispiel Jena- 
Lobeda. (with Prof. Bruno Hildenbrand) (Kinship Relations in the City. A Case Study 
in Jena Lobeda) 

2001. Pecker, Heidrun. Konsumtive Regionalisierung und touristische Infrastruktur. 
Fallbeispiel Rudolfstadt. Jena (Diploma Thesis) (Consumptive Regionalisation and 
Tourist Infrastructure. Case Study in Rudolstadt) 

2001. Felgenhauer, Tilo. Konsumtion als Kommunikation: „Original Thüringer Qualität“. 
(Diploma Thesis) (Regional Consumption and Communication. The Original 
Thüringer Quality) 

2000. Koch, Mandy. Die Konstruktion der Region Mitteldeutschland. Formen signifikativer 
Regionalisierungen durch die Medien. Jena 2000 (Staatsexamen) (The Social 
Construction of Central Germany. The Formation of Significant Regionalizations by 
the Media) 

1999. Koch, Katrin. Alles inszeniert, na und? Shopping Center als Theater. Jena 1999 
(Diploma Thesis) (All Staged, so what? Shopping Center as Theater) 

1999. Leuthold, Heinrich. Die gute Adresse. Symbolische Regionalisierung der 
Stadtquartiere. Zurich 1999 (with G. Dorigo) (Diploma Thesis) (Address as Symbolic 
Capital: Symbolic Regionalizations of the City) 

1999. Poiger, Anke. „Landschaft“ in der Umweltdiskussion. Zurich (Diploma Thesis) 
(Landscape in the Environmental Discourse) 

1999. Erismann, Lotti. Sozialisationsbedingungen im Stadt-Land Vergleich. Zürcher 
Oberland und Stadt Zurich. Zurich (Diploma Thesis) (Socialization Contexts for 
Children: A City-countryside Comparison (Zurich)) 

1998. Glückler, Johannes. Die Geozidee in der Geographie. Würzburg (with G. Löffler) 
(Diploma Thesis) (The Geozidee in Geography) 

1998. Reutlinger, Christian. Unsichtbare Jugend. Strassenkinder in La Coruña (Spanien). 
Zurich 1998 (Diploma Thesis) (Invisible Youth. Streetkids in La Coruña/Spain) 

1997. Giger, Beat. National-staatliche Praktiken alltäglicher Regionalisierung: Drei-Kreise- 
Modell der Ausländerpolitik (CH). Zurich (Diploma Thesis) (Immigration Politics of 
Nation-States as a Form of Everyday Regionalization of the World) 

1997. Ott, Franziska. Nationalismus in spätmodernen Gesellschaften. Das Fallbeispiel 
„Quebec“ (Kanada). Zurich (Diploma Thesis) (Nationalism in Late-Modern Societies: 
Quebec) 

1997. Borner, Rolf. Regionalismus in der Schweiz? Fallbeispiel „Laufental“. Zurich 
(Diploma Thesis) (Regionalism in Switzerland? Casestudy Laufental) 

1997. Mauchle, Markus. Zeitgeographische Analyse von Schweizer Schulsystemen. Vergleich 
St. Gallen und Tessin. Zurich 1997 (Diploma Thesis) (Spatio-Temporal Analysis of 
the Swiss School System) 

1997. Lippuner, Roland. Symbolische Regionalisierungen der Alltagswelt. Konzeptionelle 
Grundzüge einer empirischen Forschungsperspektive. Zurich (Diploma Thesis) 
(Symbolic Regionalization. Theory and Research program) 

1996. Richner, Markus. Sozialgeographie symbolischer Regionalisierung. Gesellschaftliche 
Konstruktion regionaler Wahrzeichen: „Kapellbrücke“ (LU). Zurich (Diploma Thesis) 
(Social Geography of Symbolic Regionalization: The Social Construction of Regional 
Monuments) 
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1996. Furrer, Marius. Stadtentwicklung in der Theorie von David Harvey. Ein Lernspiel. 
Zurich (Diploma Thesis) (Urban Transformations in Light of David Harveys Theory. 
A Didactic Computer Game) 

1996. Schwyn, Katia. Territorialität und Regionalisierung - Amerikanische Reservatspolitik 
im Falle „San Carlos Apache Indian Reservation“, Arizona 1863–1886. Zurich 
(Diploma Thesis) (Territoriality and Regionalization – The American Reservation 
Politics at “San Carlos Indian Reservation”, Arizona 1863–1886) 

1996. Arber, Günther. Alltägliche Regionalisierungen und Medien. Fallbeispiel 
„Platzspitz/Letten“. Zurich 159 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Everyday Regionalizations and 
the Media. Case Study “Needle Park”, Zurich) 

1995. Scheller, Andrea. Frau – Macht – Raum. Geschlechtsspezifische Regionalisierungen 
der Alltagswelt als Ausdruck von Machtstrukturen. Zurich 148 S. (with Heidi Meyer) 
(Diploma Thesis) (Woman–Power–Space. Gender-specific Regionalization of the 
Everyday World as an Expression of Power Structures) 

1995. Luthiger, Philipp. Fremdverstehen. Annäherungen an die Grenzen einer 
interkulturellen Sozialwissenschaft. Informelle Guides in Yogyakarta (Indonesien). 
Zurich, 161 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Intercultural Problems of Mutual Understanding as 
Limit to Intercultural Social Sciences. Case Study Informal Guides in Yogyakarta 
(Indonesia)) 

1995. Nyffenegger, Claudia. Regionalismus und Identität. Zwischen Fiktion und Realität, 
Zurich, 109 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Regionalism and Identity. Between Fiction and 
Reality) 

1994. Monzel, Sylvia. Kinderfreundliche Wohnumfeldgestaltung. Stadt Münster. Münster, 
Textband 168 S.; Materialband 99 S. (with H. Heineberg) (Diploma Thesis) (Children 
Oriented Planning of Places!? A Geographical Investigation and Guide for Planning) 

1993. Schwyn, Markus. Regionalismus als soziale Bewegung. Fallstudie rassemblement 
jurassien. Zurich, 158 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Regionalism as Social Movement. Case 
study Rassemblement Jurassien) 

1993. Eger, Almut. Stadtentwicklung und Umnutzung von Industriebrachen. Zurich, 147 S. 
(Diploma Thesis) (Urban Development and Industrial Wastelands) 

1992. Stokar v., Thomas. Telematik und Stadtentwicklung. Stadt Zurich. Zurich, 216 S. 
(Diploma Thesis) (Communication Technologies and Urban Transformation) 

1991. Witzig, Monica. Denkmalschutz und Stadtentwicklung. Zurich, 109 S. (Diploma 
Thesis) (Protection of Historical Buildings and Urban Transformation) 

1989. Gastberger, Thomas. Städtische Wohnumgebung als Spielraum für Kinder. 
Untersucht am Beispiel Zürich-Örlikon. Zurich, 145 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Urban 
Spaces as Playgrounds for Children) 

1988. Zierhofer, Wolfgang. Raumzeitliche Strukturen als Sozialisationsbedingungen. 
Vorschulkinder der Region Baden, Zurich, 157 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Spatio-Temporal 
Structures of Socialization Processes) 

1987. Inderbitzin, Jürg. Zur Erklärung innerstädtischer Wohnstandortverteilungen. Zurich, 
141 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Explanation of Inter-Urban Housing Patterns in Subjective 
Perspective) 

1987. Meyer, Heidi. Raumstrukturen und Entscheidungsprozesse. Zurich, 136 S. 
(Diploma Thesis) (Spatial Structures and Decision Making. Action Centred 
Analysis of the Transportation Lobby Decision Making) 
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1985. Gilbert, Anne Françoise. Frauenforschung am Beispiel der Time-Geography. 
Textanalysen und Kritik. Zurich, 152 S. (Diploma Thesis) (Women Studies: Critique 
of Time-geography) 

 
Submit ted  as Study P ro je c t s  

 
2007. Steeger, Anette. Image-Konstruktionen. Fallbeispiel Thüringen. Jena (Image- 

Constructions) 

2005. Schmid, Mark. Mitteldeutschland-Konzepte in Wissenschaft (Landeskunde), Politik 
(„Initiative Mitteldeutschland“) und Wirtschaft (Regionenmarketing) (with Antje 
Schlottmann). Jena (Mid-Germany Concepts in Science, Politics and Economy) 

2005. Federwisch, Tobias. Rekonstruktion einer regionalpolitischen Komplementärpraxis. 
Fallbeispiel: Initiative „Zukunft Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar. Jena (Reconstruction 
of a Regional Policy Complementary Practice. Case Study: Initiative "Future Rhine- 
Neckar”) 

2005. Lenk, Stephanie. Mitteldeutschland-Konzepte in Wissenschaft (Landeskunde), Politik 
(„Initiative Mitteldeutschland“) und Wirtschaft (Regionenmarketing) (with Antje 
Schlottmann). Jena (Mid-Germany Concepts in Science, Politics and Economy) 

2005. Abramowski, Martin. „Naturgefahren“. Eine Begriffs- und Diskursanalyse in 
Zusammenhang mit dem Film „The day after tomorrow“. Jena (Natural Hazards. A 
Term and Discourse Analysis together with the Film ‘The Day After Tomorrow”) 

2004. Wintzer, Jeannine. Alltägliche geschlechtsspezifische Regionalisierungen als Folge von 
Männerbildern und Frauenbildern in der DDR und BRD. Jena (Everyday Gender- 
specific Regionalizations in the Former GDR) 

2003. Vogtland, Sina. Sozialgeographien der Mädchen. Sozialisation und 
Planungserfordernisse. Jena (Everyday geographies of girls. Socialisation and Plannig) 

2001. Pecker, Heidrun. Radwegekonzept „Orlasenke“. Istzustand und Entwurf einer 
Neukonzeption. Jena (Tourist infrastructure ‘Orlasenke’. Evaluation) 

2000. Pinno, Tobias. Regionalisierungspraktiken der Kirchen in den neuen Bundesländern. 
Jena (Praxis of regionalisation: Churches in the former GDR) 

 
 

Submitted for Dip loma 
 

2008. Krappel, Sabine. Landschaftsveränderung durch Wintertourismus – ein 
akteurszentrierter Ansatz. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. T. Felgenhauer) (Landscape Change 
by Winter Tourism - an Actor-centered Approach.) 

 
2008. Suchy, Juliane. Mikrogeographien des Sakralen. Produktion und Reproduktion heiliger 

Orte am Beispiel buddhistischer Stätten. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. R. Lippuner) (Sacred 
Micro Geographies. Production and Reproduction of Holy Places, an Example Found 
in Buddist States) 

 
2008. Wunder, Linda. Die Bedeutung einer Grenze im kulturellen Gedächtnis. 

Grenzkonstruktionen 18 Jahre nach der Wiedervereinigung anhand einer Analyse der 
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Dörfer Rudolphstein und Sparnberg. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. M. Redepenning) (The 
Meaning Behind Limits to Cultural Memory. Basic Structures 18 Years after 
Reunification, Based on an Analysis of the Villages Rudolphstein and Sparnberg. 

 
2008. Mal, Kristina. Der Verlust des Kreissitzes. Die Entwicklung in konkurrierenden 

Städten bei der Gebietsreform in Ostthüringen (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. P. Sedlacek) 
(The Loss of the County Council. The Development in Competing Cities in the 
Regional Reorganization of Eastern Thuringia) 

 
2008. Steininger, Andreas. Weimar – Stadt der Pensionäre? Die demographische 

Entwicklung der Stadt Weimar unter dem Gesichtspunkt der Zuwanderung älterer 
Menschen, die Weimar als Alterswohnsitz wählen. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. P. 
Sedlacek) (Weimar, the City of Pensioners. The Demographic Development of the 
City Weimar from the Immigration Perspective of Elderly People who Choose 
Weimar as Retirement Home) 

 
2008. Kersten, Nancy. Mental Maps als methodisch-didaktisches Instrument für den 

Fremdsprachenunterricht. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. H. Barkowski) (Mental Maps as 
Methodological and Didactic Tools for Teaching Foreign Languages) 

 
2008. Springer, Karen. Die Konstruktion von Regionen als Bezugsrahmen von 

Marketingstrategien. Fallbeispiel Technologie Region Illmenau Arnstadt. Jena 
(Supervisor: Dr. R. Lippuner) (The Construction of Region as a Framework for 
Marketing Strategies. A Technical Region Case Study - Ilmenau Arnstadt) 

 
2008. Fischer, Michael. Kindheit und Raum. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. M. Winkler) 

(Childhood and Space) 
 

2008. Quade, Dorothee. Konfliktpotential von Naturkonzepten. Die geplante Freisetzung 
von genetisch verändertem Mais im Landkreis Havelland in Brandenburg aus der 
Sicht verschiedener Akteure. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. T. Felgenhauer) (Potential 
Conflicts in Natural Concepts. The Planned Release of Genetically Modified Maize in 
Havelland in Brandenburg from the Perspective of Different Actors) 

 
2007. Kirchner, Tobias. Standort- und Betreiberkonzepte von FactoryOutlet-Centern in 

Deutschland. Eine vergleichende Analyse. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) 
(Location and Operator Concepts for Factory Outlet Centers in Germany. A 
Comparative Analysis) 

 
2007. Steiner, Sören. Strategien zur Bewältigung der Wohnsituation in schrumpfenden 

Städten am Beispiel der Stadt Leipzig. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. M. Redepenning) 
(Strategies for Addressing the Living Situation in Shrinking Cities, Using Leipzig as an 
Example) 

 
2007. Mending, Jenniffer. Auswirkungen des demographischen Wandels auf die soziale 

Infrastruktur von Klein- und Mittelstädten Jena (Supervisor: Dr. M. Redepenning) 
(The Impact of Demographic Change on the Social Infrastructure of Small and 
Medium-sized Towns) 

 
2007. Eritt, Kristina. Großereignisse als Faktoren der Stadtentwicklung. Jena Supervisor: Dr. 

R. Lippuner) (Major Events as Factors for City Development) 
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2007. Enke, Friederike. Imagefaktoren von Erneuerbaren Energien in der Berichterstattung 
durch die Massenmedien. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. A. Schlottmann) (Image Factors of 
Renewable Energy as Reported by the Mass Media) 

 
2007. Sroka, Katy. Logos, Paideia, Poesis als Fenster der Weltbeobachtung. Einblicke in die 

Unterdrückung afrikanischer Völker am Beispiel Nigeria. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. T. 
Rhode-Jüchtern) (Logos, Paideia, Poesis. A Window for Global Observation. Insight 
into the Oppression of African Peoples, the Example of Nigeria) 

 
2007. Nolte, Andreas. Peacekeeping als Entwicklungshilfe? Das Beispiel der Bundeswehr im 

Kongo. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. T. Rhode-Jüchtern) (Peacekeeping as Development. 
The Example of Bendeweht, Kongo) 

 
2007. Biewendt, Annegret. Zur Alltäglichen Regionalisierung von Todesorten in 

Deutschland. Jean (Supervisor: Prof. T. Rhode-Jüchtern) (Everyday Regionalization of 
Death Places) 

 
2007. Lau, Kerstin. Die Erfindung von Heimat am Beispiel Studierender im Ausland. Jena 

(Supervisor: Prof. T. Rhode-Jüchtern) (The Invention of Home. An Example Using 
Students Abroad) 

 
2006. Gutjahr, Katrin. Stadtentwicklung –Trendwandel vom Wohnen im Grünen – zurück 

in die Innenstadt. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. T. Rhode-Jüchtern) (State Development – 
Changing Trends, from Living in the Country to back to the City) 

 
2006. Lenk, Stephanie. Die Relevanz und Bedeutung der signifikativen Regionalisierung 

Mitteldeutschlands in der Alltagskommunikation. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. A. 
Schlottmann) (The Relevance and Meaning behind the Significance of Regionalisation 
in Central Germany in Everyday Communication) 

2006. Gründing, Ronny. Vom sozialistischen Vorzeigequartier zum Problemgebiet. 
Transformationsprozesse im Plattenbau anhand von einer Jenaer Großsiedlung. Jena 
2006 (Supervisor: PD Dr. Hofmann) (From Socialist Flagship Quartier to Problem 
Areas. Transformation Processes in a Großsiedlung in Jena) 

 
2006. Werner, Cornelia. Konfliktpotentiale der touristischen Umnutzung von 

Bergbaufolgelandschaften. Eine Untersuchung am Beispiel Geiseltal. Jena (Supervisor: 
Dr. A. Schlottmann) (The Potential for Conflicts of Touristic Repurposing of Mining 
Landscapes. A Study of Geiseltal) 

 
2006. Schwalbe, Kristin. Göteborg: Image und Identität. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. A. 

Schlottmann) (Gothenburg. Image and Identity) 
 

2006. Kunitzsch, Isabel. Sanfter Tourismus und ökologische Nachhaltigkeit – Zwischen 
Naturschutz und Naturgenuss. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. A. Schlottmann) (Sustainable 
Tourism and Environmental Sustainability - between Conservation and Enjoying 
Nature) 

 
2006. Bröder, Maria. Stadt-Land-Differenzierung anhand von Lebensstilen. Jena 

(Supervisor: Dr. R. Lippuner) (Urban-rural Differentiation Based on Lifestyles.) 
 

2006. Wienhold, Anne. Der Prozess der Desertifikation aus sozialgeographischer 
Perspektiv. Jena (Supervisor: Dr. A. Schlottmann) (The Processes of Desertificaion. A 
Social Geography Perspective) 
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2005. Panzer, Sabine. Nähe auf Distanz? Die Auswirkungen des Rückzugs der Banken aus 
dem ländlichen Raum auf die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung von Unternehmen. Jena 
(Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (Nearby from a Distance? The Effects of the 
Withdrawal of Banks from Rural Areas on the Economic Development of 
Companies) 

 
2004. Krieger, Silvio. Regionalentwicklung durch informelle Konzepte. Eine 

Evaluationsstudie am Beispiel der Rhön (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (Regional 
Development through Informal Concepts. An Evaluation Study of the Rhön) 

 
2004. Lippmann, Dirk. Die Antizipation des demographischen Wandels in den regionalen 

Entwicklungskonzepten ostdeutscher Länder. Jena 2004 (Supervisor: Prof. P. 
Sedlacek) (The Anticipation of Demographic Change in the Planned Regional 
Development for East German Regions) 

 
2004. Tietze, Andreas. Regionen und Regionalismen in Globalisierungstheorien. Jena 

(Supervisor: Prof. Klaus Dicke) (Region and Regionalism in Globalisation Theory) 
 

2003. Tischer, Katrin. Die Entwicklung von technologischen Clustern im Bereich der 
Nanotechnologie. Am Beispiel des Kompetenzzentrums "Ultradünne funktionale 
Schichten" in der Region Dresden-Chemnitz. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) 
(The Development of Technological Clusters in the Field of Nanotechnology. Using 
the Competence Center "Ultrathin Functional Films" from Dresden-Chemnitz) 

 
2003. Baumann, Ria. Einblick in die Organisation, Finanzen und Praxis von 

Kommunalverwaltungen in Thüringen nach der Umsetzung der Thüringer 
Kommunalverordnung. Kontrolle kommunaler Neugliederung unter Zuhilfenahme 
einer Fallstudie. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (Insight into the Organization, 
Finances and Practices of the Thuringian Local Government after the Thuringian 
Municipal Regulations were Implemented. A Control of Municipal Restructuring Case 
Study 

 
2003. Scheube, Anja. Kommunale Neugliederung als Maßnahme der Regionalentwicklung 

am Beispiel des Landkreises Greiz. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (Municipal 
Restructuring as a Measure of Regional Development, an Example Greiz District) 

 
2001. Schwämmlein, Ilka. Evaluation Regionaler Entwicklungskonzepte (REK) in 

Thüringen. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (The Evatuation of Regional 
Development Concepts in Thüringia) 

 
2001. Huth, Nadja. Möglichkeiten einer Städtekooperation Altenburg-Gera-Jena in den 

Handlungsfeldern Wirtschaft und Tourismus. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) 
(Posibiliites and State Cooperation in Altenburg-Gera-Jena in the Economic and 
touristic Fields of Action) 

 
2001. Künzel, Annegret. Verwandtschaftsbeziehungen in der Stadt. Fallbeispiel Jena- 

Lobeda. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. Bruno Hildenbrand) (Family Relation in the City. An 
Example from Jena-Lobeda) 

 
2000. Aust, Katrin. Logistikzentren in Thüringen. Jena (Supervisor: P. Sedlacek) (Thuringian 

Logistic Centers) 
 

2000. Gabor, Peter. Factory Outlets in Thüringen. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) 
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1999. Herrenberger, Anja. Die Bedeutung lokaler Arrangements für die Transformation 
zweier Dörfer im Raum Jena. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (The Importance of 
Local Arrangements for the Transformation of Village Spaces) 

 
1999. Fritzsche, Kathrin. „Die Bedeutung lokaler Arrangements zur Bewältigung des 

Transformationsprozesses – das Beispiel GRUND GENUG e.V. im Reinstädter 
Grund“. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. P. Sedlacek) (The Importance of Local Arrangements 
when Coping with Transition Processes - the Example Members of the Society 
REASON ENOUGH) 

 
1999. Freund, Jana. Wohnstandortpräferenzen und Migration von privaten Haushalten. 

Eine qualitative empirische Studie. Jena (Supervisor: Prof. Peter Sedlacek) (Residential 
Location Preferences and Migration by Households. A Qualitative Empirical Study) 
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(C) Review S ta tements  
 

 

Otfried Höffe („Philosophisches Seminar“, Institute of Philosophy, University of Tübingen) 
„Werlen hat sich ein Forschungsthema gestellt, das in dieser Form ohne Parallelen ist. Die 
weite, fast enzyklopädische Perspektive trägt zur pionierhaften Bedeutung dieser Publikation 
bei.“ (Werlen has found a research topic that has no parallel form. The wide, almost encyclopedic perspective 
contributes to the pioneering significance of this publication.) 

 
Geographica Helvetica 
„Werlen ... plädiert für eine handlungstheoretische Grundlegung der Sozialgeographie und 
legt auch gleich - zum ersten Mal - eine solche vor.“ 
(Werlen... simultaneously calls for and establishes, for the first time, an action based theoretical foundation of 
social geography.) 
Gerhard Bahrenberg (University of Bremen) 

 
GW Unterricht (GW Lessons) 
„... eine grundlegende und richtungsweisende Darstellung eines modernen Konzeptes der 
Sozialgeographie“ 
(…a fundamental and pioneering view of a modern social geography concept.) 

 
The Profess ional  Geographer 
„... a genuine attempt to rethink human geography.“ 
(Rudi Hartmann, University of Boulder) 

 
Annales de Geographie (Annals of Geography) 
„... un ouvrage de référence.“ 
(…a reference book.) 
(Pierre Riquet, Sorbonne University, Paris) 

 
Mitte i lungen der Österre i chischen  Geographischen Gese l l s chaf t  (Communications of the 
Austrian Geographical Society) 
„... ein wirklich grundlegendes Werk, ... ein fachwissenschaftlicher Meilenstein ... Die 
disziplinpolitische Wirkung wird nicht ausbleiben.“ 
(…a truly fundamental piece, a specialized scientific milestone. The disciplinary effect will not fail.) 
(Peter Weichhart, University of Salzburg) 

 
Sozio logische  Revue (Socialogical Review) 
„Eine radikale Neukonzeption der Sozialgeographie als einer handlungstheoretisch fundierten 
Sozialwissenschaft.“ 
(A radical new social geography concept, an action theory based social science.) 
(Peter Gross, University of Konstanz) 

Gesellschaft, Handlung und Raum 
Grundlagen handlungstheoretischer Sozialgeographie. Stuttgart 1987(2. Aufl. 1988; 3. Auf. 

1997) 
Society, Action, and Space. Fundamentals of Action-Centred Social Geography. Stuttgart 1987 (2nd edition 
1988, 3rd edition 1997) 
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Society  and Space  
„Werlen’s book ... marks an area where the concerns of English-speaking and German-speaking geography 
converge to such an extent that it seems possible to blow up the old barriers separating the two. Ready?” 
(Dagmar Reichert, University of Cambridge) 
Geographica Helvetica 
„Die Frage wie Raum/Region und Gesellschaft/Kultur fruchtbar beschrieben werden 
können, ... ist bisher noch nicht mit einer solchen wissenschaftsgeschichtlich- 
wissenschaftstheoretischen Umsicht und philosophischer Fundierung bearbeitet und 
beantwortet worden ..... Hier haben wir einen der qualitätsvollsten methodologischen Texte 
der letzten Jahrzehnte vor uns.“ 
(The question of how space/region and society/culture can be described in a fruitful way, ..... is one that, until 
now, has not been processed and answered in the history of science and the philosophy of science in such a carful 
and philosophical manner ...... This is methodological text is of highest quality that will be relevant for decades 
to come.) 

 
Geographische  Rundschau (Geographical Review) 
„ .. in hohem Maße anregend.“ 
(…highly stimulating.) 
(Günther Heinritz, University of Munich) 

 
 

 
Anthony Giddens (Director of London School of Economics) 
“This book will be of interest not only to geographers but to everyone working in social theory. ‘Space’ has 
sometimes been claimed as the distinctive province of geography, but in this book Benno Werlen demonstrates 
brilliantly that such a position is not plausible. ... Werlen’s arguments ... open up new and remarkable fields 
of study, ... a work of subtlety, originality and insight.” 

 
Milton Santos (In: A Natureza do Espaço, 1999) 
“Um livro importante publicado recentemente no campo da Geografia, é a obra de Benno 
Werlen (1993) Society, Action and Space, an alternative Human Geography. O argumento 
central desse trabalho não deixa indiferentes aqueles que se interessam pela teoria e a 
epistemologia da Geografia. Benno Werlen parte do princípio que a geografia falhou em seu 
enfoque do espaço por não haver dado bastante ênfase ao que chama de “uma teoria da 
geografia social onde a ação subjetiva é realçada” (p. 100). Mais adiante ele afirma que “se a 
ação, em lugar do espaço, se tornasse um conceito teórico central da geografia social, o 
arranjo espacial dos objetos seria relevante não como uma causa mas como uma condição e 
uma consequência necessária da ação humana” (p.143). 
"An important book recently published is the work of Benno Werlen called "Society, action and space: an 
alternative human geography". The central argument of this work doesn't left indifferent those who engage 
themselves to the theory and epistemology of Geography. Benno Werlen points out that Geography has failed on 
its spatial focus, for it hasn't gave enough emphasis on what he called "a social geography theory in which the 
subjective action is highlighted" (p.100). Later on, he claims that "if action, instead of space, would turned 
into a central theoretical concept of social geography, the spatial arrangement of objects would be relevant not as 
as cause, but as a condition and a necessary consequence of human action" (p. 143). 

Society, Action and Space. 

An alternative human geography. London / New York 1993. 
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Times Higher Education Supplement 
“Action approach, no doubt, has much to recommend itself to any scholar engaged in the exploration of human 
habitat, whether symbolic or material (…). Human world is the world of culture, and whatever enters it does 
it through being invested with the cultural meaning in the course of human action’ 
(Zygmunt Bauman, University of Leeds) 

 
Journal  of Reviews American Socio logica l  Asso c ia t ion 
“The recrudescence of a vibrant critical human geography over the last two decades has entirely revivified the 
theoretization of space in the social sciences, provoking an exciting, new, and interdisciplinary rapprochement 
between social theory and spatial discourse. (...) In Society, Action, and Space, Werlen (…) propose(s) an 
‘action-oriented’ reformulation of what might broadly be labelled social geography. (…) Werlen’s book is a 
major achievement.” 
(Neil Smith, Rutgers University, New Jersey) 

 
Discourse  and Soc ie ty  
“It left the reader fascinated by the extend of overlap in the language of spatial and social theory.” 
(Rob Gilbert, James Cook University Cairns, Australia) 

 
Nigel Thrift (Bristol University) 
“This book argues in an original and intriguing way for an action-orientated theory of social geography.” 

 
Les Cahiers  de Géographie  du Québec (Québec’s Geography Papers) 
“Werlen nous convainc: la notion d’action plutôt que celle de l’espace doit devenir la notion 
centrale de la géographie humaine.” 
(Werlen convinces us that the concept of action rather than space should become the central notion in human 
geography.) 
(Paul Villeneuve, Université de Laval à Quebec) 

 
Society  and Space  
“... key reading for anyone concerned with the theory of social action and spatiality. Werlen has constructed an 
original and far-reaching theory that directs those who accept its premises toward new areas of research and 
challenges those of us who do not develop opposing accounts of greater scope and insight.” 
(Theodore Schatzki, Department of Philosophy, University of Kentucky at Lexington) 

 
Urban S tudies  
“... a much more sustained encounter with theories of social action than was found in English-language 
literature. Werlen’s sustained examination of the theory of action ... is far more than a review; each author 
(Weber, Pareto, Parsons Schutz) is assessed critically and their work is extended and synthesised innovatively 
toward an integrated theory of action. There is no equivalent discussion of this literature in Anglo-American 
human geography.” 
(David Ley, University of Vancouver) 

 
Rob Shields (Department of Sociology, Carlton University, USA) 
“A theoretical book which challenges the foundation of geography ... which gives no quarter 
to halfway opinion and mediocre thinking ..... It will rank in it’s thoroughness with such 
classics as those by Castells, Lefebvre and Harvey.” 
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Mitte i lungen der Österreichischen Geographischen Gese l l s chaf t  (Communications of the Austrian 
Geographical Society) 
„... eine gedanklich brillante, detailliert belegte und argumentativ überzeugende 
Rekonstruktion der Raum- und Gesellschaftskonzepte der abendländischen 
Geistesgeschichte ...... Deren Augenmerk ist auf das Aufzeigen der gesellschaftspolitischen 
Implikationen der diskutierten Auffassungen angelegt.“ 
(….an intellectually brilliant, detailed and documented argument about the reconstruction of space and social 
concepts present in Western history. It focuses on the demonstration of the socio-political implications of the 
concepts discussed.) 
(Peter Weichhart, University of Salzburg) 

 
Die Erde (The Earth) 
„ ... ein Meilenstein in der Entwicklung der deutschsprachigen Geographie. Seine 
argumentative Strenge und sein hervorragender didaktischer Aufbau sind mehr als 
beeindruckend. Die theoretische Ausrichtung ermöglicht den Anschluss der 
deutschsprachigen Geographie an internationale Debatten, .... schlägt Bücken zu anderen 
Wissenschaften und lässt endlich auf eine Integration der Geographie in das weite Feld der 
Sozial- und Geisteswissenschaften hoffen, wie sie in England und den USA schon lange 
fachübergreifend geschieht.“ 
(A milestone in the development of German Geography. His argumentative rigor and excellent didactical 
structures are more than impressive. The theoretical observations enable a connection between German 
Geography and the international debate .... creates bridges between other sciences and integrates geography into 
the wider field of social sciences and humanities, which has long since been the case in England and the United 
States interdisciplinary sciences.) 
(Wolf-Dieter Sahr, University of Tübingen) 

 
Gerhard Hard (University of Osnabrück In: Meusburger 1999) 
…eine Revolution der Raumontologie. 
(…a revolution in space ontology.) 

 

 

Geographische  Rundschau (Geographical Review) 
„... eine Neukonzeption des Faches, ... mit der dem Autor - wieder einmal - ein großer Wurf 
gelungen ist. Der Text besticht durch seine analytische Schärfe, ist im positiven Sinne 
provokant und anregend. .... Zweifellos zukunftsweisend für die Entwicklung der 
Humangeographie.” 
(A new study concept. .... with this the author has again been highly successful. the text possesses an anatlytical, 
positively provocative and stimulating rigor. Undoubtedly on trend with Human Geography.) 
(Günther Heinritz, University of Munich) 

 
Mittei lungen der Österreichischen Geographischen Gesel lschaft 
(Communications of the Austrian Geographical Society) 

Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen 
Band 1: Ontologie von Gesellschaft und Raum. Stuttgart 1995 (2. Aufl. 1999) 
Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations. Vol 1: Ontology of Society and Space. Stuttgart 1995 (2nd 
edition 1999) 

Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen 
Band 2: Globalisierung, Region und Regionalisierung. Stuttgart 1997 (2. Aufl. 2007) 
Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations 
Vol 2: Globalisation, Region and Regionalizations. Stuttgart 1997 (2nd edtion 2007) 
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„... eine besonders spektakuläre und aufsehenerregende Fachveröffentlichung. Mit diesem 
Werk wird die methodologisch-fachtheoretische Diskussion der Geographie auf eine neue 
Qualitätsdimension gehoben.” 
(A particularly spectacular and sensationally technical publication. This work will enable a methodological 
and theoretical geographical discussion that takes place in a new quality dimension.) 

 
Tijdschri f t  voor Economische en Sociale  Geograf ie  
(Journal of Economic and Social Geography) 
“...an important and timely enterprise. (...) Werlen’s concern to theorize globalisation in agenic, 
phenomenological terms, as a transformation of everyday socio-cultural practices and ‘geography-making’, 
addresses a neglected dimension of the globalisation process. Werlen’s book has the merit of linking debates on 
the geography of globalization directly to many of the core problems of contemporary social theory. This 
stimulating book deserves critical attention well beyond a German-language readership” 
(Neil Brenner, New York University & Harvard University) 

 

 

Erdkunde 
„... ein Werk von über 700 Druckseiten, das über weite Strecken einen geradezu enzyklopädi- 
schen Charakter hat ... und eine eigenständige, nicht raumzentrierte Sozialgeographie 
konstruiert ...... Werlen’s Formel ist inzwischen in aller Munde: Die Alternative zur 
raumwissenschaftlichen Sozialgeographie, das ist eine handlungstheoretisch fundierte, auf 
dem ‚Handeln‘ von ‚Subjekten‘ begründete ‚Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen‘.“ 
(…with more than 700 pages, this text has almost an encyclopaedic character ...... And an independent, not a 
construct of spatially centred social geography ..... Werlen's formula is now on everyone's mind: the alternative to 
social geography's spatial approach, that is a theoretically based action based on the subject's reasoning of social 
geography in everyday Regionalizations) 
(Gerhard Hard, University of Osnabrück) 

 
Gerhard Bahrenberg (University of Bremen) 
“Die sogenannte ‚quantitative und theoretische Revolution’ war nur ..... in methodisch-instru- 
menteller Hinsicht erfolgreich. Werlen vollendet die Revolution aus handlungstheoretischer 
Sicht.” 
(The so-called quantitative and theoretical revolution only had .... successful methodologically and instrumentally 
aspects. Werlen completed the revolution from the Action Theory point of view.) 

 
Mitte i lungen der Österreichischen Geographischen Gese l l s chaf t  (Communications of the Austrian 
Geographical Society) 
„Mit diesem Werk liegt ein Gedankengebäude vor, ..... durch das die Grundlagendiskussion in 
unserem Fach völlig neu strukturiert wird. ..... Werlen’s ‚Sozialgeographie‘ bietet reichlich Stoff 
für eine überaus spannende inhaltliche Diskussion der Kernprobleme des gesamten Faches.“ 
(Within this work lies a structure of thought... that completely restructures basic discussion in our field. ... 
Werlen offers ample material for an exciting and substantive discussion about the core issues facing social 
geography.) 
(Peter Weichhart, University of Vienna) 

 
Gerhard Hard (Institute of Geography, University of Osnabrück) 
„Werlen zeigt, wie zwei brisante Themen moderner Gesellschaften thematisiert werden 
können, nämlich Regionalismus und Nationalismus ..... Ein Glanzstück ist die 
Charakterisierung traditioneller, prämoderner und zeitgenössischer, spät-moderner 

Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen 
Band 1 & 2 
Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations. Vol. 1 & 2 
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Gesellschaften ..... Brillant sein Nachweis, wie HETTNER KANT gezielt missversteht und 
umdeutet, um eine raumwissenschaftliche Geographie kantisch absegnen zu können.” 
(Werlen shows how these two themes of modern science can be addressed, specifically regionalism and 
nationalism. .... Brilliant his proof how HETTNER mis- and reinterpret KANT in way to get the Kantian 
support for geography as a spatial science. A highlight is the characterisation of traditional, pre-modern and 
contemporary, and late-modern societies.) 

 
Geographische Rundschau 
„ ... die wohl gründlichste methodologische Reflexion und einer der wichtigsten 
konzeptionellen Ansätze der letzten Jahrzehnte ...... Ein Markstein der methodologischen und 
fachtheoretischen Diskussion der Humangeographie ..... Der ‚Werlen‘ ist Pflichtlektüre für alle 
Humangeographen.” (…the probably the most thorough methodological reflection and one of the most 
conceptual approaches of the last decade ..... A methodological and theoretical milestone for Human Geography. 
... The ‘Werlen’ should be read by all human geographers.) 
(Hans Heinrich Blotevogel, President of the German Geographical Association) 

 
Zeitschri f t  für Wirtschaf tsgeographie  (Journal  of Economic Geography) 
„. .. der ‚Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen‘ von Benno Werlen kommt 
tatsächlich der Status einer Revolution innerhalb der Geographie zu ..... Sie ist derzeit mit 
Sicherheit das am besten begründete und ausformulierte Konzept deutschsprachiger 
Anthropogeographie.” 
('Social Geography of Everyday Regionalizations' by Benno Werlen is a revolution within geography. It is, to 
date, the most established and best formulated concept found in German Human Geography.) 
(Jürgen Ossenbrügge, University of Hamburg) 

 
Peter Meusburger (University of Heidelberg In: Meusburger 1999) 
“Heute zweifelt kaum noch jemand daran, ( .. ) daß die subjektzentrierte Handlungstheorie 
innerhalb der Geographie neue Horizonte eröffnen, für das Fach eine neue Schubkraft 
entwickeln und zu anderen Sozialwissenschaften neue Brücken bauen kann. ( .. ) WERLEN 
befaßt sich mit grundlegenden Fragen, die auch in anderen Geistes-, Sozial- und 
Wirtschaftswissenschaften sehr kontrovers diskutiert werden. Der Mut zu einem solchen 
großen Entwurf und die Radikalität, mit der einzelne Thesen formuliert wurden, ( .. ) sind eine 
Voraussetzung für die Entstehung intensiver wissenschaftlicher Diskussionen.” 
(Today hardly anyone doubts, .... that the subject centred geographical Theory of Action crosses into new 
horizons, for the subject itself and builds bridges to other social sciences ...... Werlen deals with fundamental 
questions, questions that are highly controversial in other social and economic sciences and in the humanities. 
To display a great design and radical way of thinking takes great courage, shown in the way these individual 
themes were formulated, and are a prerequisite for forming an intense scientific debate.) 

 
Peter Weichhart (University of Vienna In: Meusburger 1999) 
...eine grundlegende Neuorientierung des „geographischen Tatsachenblicks“. 
(…a fundamentally new way to think geographically.) 

 
Wolf-Dietrich Sahr (University of Curitiba, Brazil In: Meusburger 1999) 
Werlens Entwurf einer Sozialgeographie stellt ( .. ) einen Meilenstein in der Entwicklung der 
deutschsprachigen Geographie dar. Er lässt sich in fachtheoretischer Hinsicht durchaus mit 
den Klassikern RATZEL (1882) und HETTNER (1927) vergleichen. 
(Werlen's draft for social geography represents ..... a milestone in the development of German speaking 
geography. It has to be compared to the classics produced by RATZEL (1882) and HETTNER (1927)) 
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Geographische Zeitschri f t 
„Benno Werlen ist es gelungen, für sein Buch einen Aufbau zu wählen, der inhaltlich äußerst 
knapp gehalten und deswegen leicht erfassbar ist, aber dennoch nicht die Komplexität der 
Sache reduziert ...... für die akademische Lehre derzeit unverzichtbar.” 
(Although Benno Werlen's book is brief, it does not reduce the complexity of the subject. A must have for 
academic teaching.) 
(Anton Escher, University of Mainz) 

 
Erdkunde 
“Dieses Buch schließ eine seit langem bestehende Lücke, so dass ihm eine weite Verbreitung 
zu wünschen ist. (Es) führt in einer Weise an die philosophischen und 
wissenschaftstheoretischen Debatten heran, wie es bisher noch kein deutschsprachiges 
Lehrbuch zu leisten vermochte. Sehr verdienstvoll ist auch der Versuch, die unterschiedlichen 
sozialgeographischen Denkweisen in größere gesellschaftliche Zusammenhänge einzubetten” 
(This book closes a long a gap, one that sought answer for a long time. It leads up to philosophical and 
epistemological approaches and debates like no German textbook did until now. To embed the different social- 
geographic ways of thinking into larger societal contexts is especially meritorious.) 
(Peter Meusburger, University of Heidelberg) 

 
Geographische Rundschau 
„Das Buch bietet einen ausgezeichneten Zugang zu den theoretischen Grundfragen einer 
sozialwissenschaftlichen Humangeographie, zur Disziplingeschichte der Sozialgeographie und 
nicht zuletzt zu dem gewichtigen Ansatz, den B. Werlen selbst in den letzten 15 Jahren 
beigesteuert hat” 
(This book offers excellent access to theoretical issues found in a social science, Human Geography, the 
discipline's history, and Werlen's substantial contributions to the approach over the past 15 years.) 
(Hans Heinrich Blotevogel, University of Dortmund) 

 
Geographische Revue 
“Benno Werlen hat eine Grundsatzdiskussion angeregt wie kein anderer Forscher nach 
Dietrich Bartels und Gerhard Hard. …kein Zweifel, dass Werlen’s Werk weithin sichtbare 
Meilensteine an verschiedenen Reformbewegungen errichtet. (Werlen) versorgt die 
Studierenden der Geographie in allen Semestern mit einem neuen Orientierungstext, und er 
stellt eine neue Humangeographie für Forscherinnen und Forscher aus anderen Fächern dar.” 
(Benno Werlen has stimulated a discussion of fundamental research principles of geography like no other 
researcher since Dietrich Bartels and Gerhard Hard .... There is no doubt that Werlen's work has set up widely 
visible milestones. (…) Werlen is opening geography to new target groups: he is providing geography students of 
all levels with texts for new orientations, and presents to researchers from other disciplines a new human 
geography.) 
(Heiner Dürr, University of Bochum) 

 
Geographica Helvetica 
„Werlen spinnt seine Fäden zu anderen Wissenschaften, zu unterschiedlichen 
philosophischen Denkrichtungen, er denkt laut, erklärt, fügt zusammen und konstruiert 
letztlich ein Netzwerk, das für seine Leser am Schluss einen handfesten Strang ergibt, der 
ihnen hilft sich intellektuell vorwärts zu bewegen, um schließlich selbst Position beziehen zu 
können. Ein anregendes Lesevergnügen. ....ein großer Wurf .... (der) zum Wegbegleiter einer 
ganzen Generation von Studierenden der Sozialgeographie werden wird.” 

Sozialgeographie. Eine Einführung. 
Paul Haupt Verlag. Bern/Vienna 2000, 
Social Geography. An Introduction. 2nd edition 2014, 3rd edition 2008 



78 
CV Benno Werlen 

 

(Werlen spins fine threads into other sciences, to different philosophical schools of though, he things aloud, 
explains, puts together, and constructs finally a network that provides for the reader a tangible strand, helping 
him to move intellectually forward and in order to finally be able to position themselves in new ways. An 
exciting reading pleasure. ... a great success ..... (that) will be a companion for whole generations of geography 
students.) 
(Christian Vielhaber, University of Vienna) 

 
 

 

Geographica Helvetica  (2010)  
“(D)ie in diesem Band versammelten Texte (sind) mit Sorgfalt und Weitsicht (…) 
geschrieben. Es ist ein Werk für diejenigen, die sich gründlich mit einer 
handlungstheoretischen Perspektive auseinandersetzen wollen, oder ein Nachschlagewerk zu 
Benno Werlen’s wichtigen Beiträgen rund um die Debatte zu Geographie und 
Gesellschaftstheorie.” 
“The texts compiled in this volume have been written with care and foresight. This book is for those who wish 
to thoroughly come to grips with an action-centered perspective or those who wish to have a work of reference 
that details Benno Werlen’s most important contributions concerning the debate about geography and social 
theory.” 
(Verena Kruker Meier, University of Zurich) 

 
� Geographie und Schule 

“… liefert eine Dokumentation des Werdegangs der sozialgeographischen Neuorientierung 
(…) und einen zeitgemäßen Überblick über diese Thematik.“ 
“… delivers a documentation of the development of the reorientation of geography toward a social geography 
and a timely overview of this topic.” 

 
 

 
Geographica Helvetica (2012) 

“… liest sich sogleich wie ein Manifest für ein Umdenken in der Geographie ......... liefert eine 
systematische Erschließung des argumentativen Zusammenhangs auf dem Weg zu einer 
handlungszentierten Geographie ....... macht die Sozialgeographie Werlens in ihrer ganzen 
Breite zugänglich.“ 

“… also reads like a manifesto for a change of thinking in geography ..... provides a systematic analysis of the 
argumentative background on the way toward an action-centered geography. … and makes the breadth of 
Werlen’s the social geography accessible in its entirety.” 
(Michaela Schmid, Department of Architecture, ETH Zurich) 

 
� Wolf-Dieter Sahr (University of Curitiba) (2012) 

Benno Werlens Entwurf einer handlungszentrierten Sozialgeographie geht in den 
Grundzügen bereits ins dritte Jahrzehnt, und ist immer noch gut für lebhafte, ja sogar 
polemische Diskussionen .... wenn Werlens Diskurs der Regionalisierung gegenwärtig in den 
räumlich interessierten Sozialwissenschaften schon angekommen zu sein scheint, so ist das 

Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. 
Band 1: Orte der Geographie. Stuttgart 1997 
Societal Spatiality. Vol. 1: Places of Geography 

Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. 
Band 2: Konstruktion geographischer Wirklichkeiten. Stuttgart 1997 
Societal Spatiality. Vol. 2: Construction of Geographical Realities 
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politische, vor allem das dekolonisierende Potenzial seines Ansatzes sicher noch lange nicht 
ausgereizt.“ 
“The elaboration of a general outline of Benno Werlen’s action-centered social geography is going on for already 
three decades. Yet, it still causes lively, and even polemic, debates … While Werlen’s discourse on 
regionalization may have already reached those social scientists interested in spatial issues, there is still room for 
the political, especially the decolonizing potential of Werlen’s approach to realize its full potential.” 

 
� Jörn Thielmann (Zentrum für Islam und Recht, Universität Erlangen) (2012) 

„Eine sozialwissenschaftlich arbeitende Islamwissenschaft 8..) kann sich in ihren 
Raumbezügen mit Werlen neu begründen“. 

“Islamic Studies grounded in the social sciences (...) can find, in Werlen’s approach, the building blocks for a 
re-foundation of its spatial references.” 

 
 

 

Geographica Helvetica  (2014) 
“Werlen carefully contextualizes his work within a clearly atricultated and legible history of ideas, all the while 
refusing to become a victim to fashion.” 
“Read against the prevailing intellectual currents of the past three decades, the latter displays all the trappings 
of a developed anachronism: while both post-modernism and post- structuralism united underneath the banner 
of anti-grand theory gestures (possibly the only banner common to both), Werlen was swimming against the tide 
by thinking in a big and comprehensive manner.” 
Werlen forcefully insisted on the importance of those geographies that are produced within and through 
“everyday” settings and contexts. As chartered in the two volumes of (mostly) previously published essays 
spanning the period between 1983 and 2009, Werlen’s theoretical explorations (Volume 1) and empirical 
exposition (Volume 2) of these everyday geographies is (…) always inspiring. 
“Werlens work (…) has already proven to be an impressive and genuinely fruitful engagement with theory 
and praxis alike.” 

 
 

 

Heiner Dürr ( Bochum University In: Geographical Review 2001) 

„In der deutschsprachigen Humangeographie hat Benno Werlen eine Grundsatzdiskussion 
angeregt wie kein anderer Forscher nach Dietrich Bartels und Gerhard Hard. (…) Werlens 
Arbeit errichtet weithin sichtbare Meilensteine (…) und Leuttürme an schwierigen 
Küstenstrichen.” 

(Benno Werlen has produced a fundamental discussion in German Human Geography like no other 
researcher since Dietrich Bartels and Gerhard Hard. ... Werlen's work reaches highly visible milestones... and 
is a lighthouse for difficult coastlines.) 

 
Franz-Joseph Kemper (HU Berlin In: Schenk/Schliephake (Hrsg): Allgemeine Anthropogeographie 
2005) 

„Die handlungszentrierte Theorie der Sozialgeographie von Benno Werlen ist der 
metatheoretisch und methodologisch wohl am weitesten ausgebaute anthropogeographische 
Neuansatz der jüngsten Zeit im deutschsprachigen Bereich” 

Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. 
Societal Spatiality 
Volumes 1&2 

About all the publications 
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(Benno Werlen's action centred theory of social geography is probably the most developed meta-theoretical and 
methodological piece of anthropogeography work produced recently in the German speaking world.) 

 
Literaturkri t ik .de  (2005) 
„…Benno WERLEN hat eine kopernikanische Wende im Raumdenken vollzogen, noch bevor 
der ‚spatial turn’ namhaft wurde.” 

(Benno Werlen created a Copernican revolution in the field of Space, before the spatial turn was named.) 
 

Verena Kruker Meier (Universi ty  of Zurich In: Geographica  Helvetica  2010) 
… 1987 (…) eine Arbeit von derartiger Sorgfalt und Gründlichkeit (zu lesen, ließ), die 
angelsächsischen Vorstöße in die gleiche Richtung als oberflächlich und opportunistisch 
erscheinen (...). Der Ansatz war visionär, indem er vieles, was in 1990er Jahren als 
sozialwissenschaftlicher cultural oder spatial turn entdeckt wurde, bereits vorweg nahm. 
“… (to read) 1987 a such a diligent and thorough work (made) the Anglo-Saxon advances in the same 
direction look superficial and opportunistic … The approach was visionary in that it pre-empted a lot of what 
was discovered in the 1990s as cultural or spatial turn in the social sciences.” 

 
 

 

Literaturkritik.de (2005) 
„Erst in diesem Jahr gestartet, ist bereits abzusehen, dass die Reihe der „Sozialgeographischen 
Bibliothek“ im Franz Steiner Verlag für die deutschsprachige Geographie Maßstäbe setzen 
wird. (...)Die Reihe eignet sich (…) über die Geographie hinaus hervorragend für Historiker, 
Ethnologen sowie Soziologen, um sich über die tatsächlichen Implikationen des spatial turn zu 
informieren.“ 
Although the series "Social Geography Library" only began this year, it is clear that the Franz Steiner Verlag 
for German speaking Geography will be of a high standard. “Beyond the discipline of geography, the series is 
supremely suited for historians, ethnologists and sociologists in order to learn about the actual implications of the 
spatial turn.” 

 
Sammelbesprechung – Review paper 

 
DÜRR, H. (2001): Handreichungen für discursive Geographien. Zu Benno Werlens Einblicken 
in die Sozialgeographie. In: Geographische Revue, Vol. 3, No.2, 55-90 

 
MORIKAWA, H. (2000): Die geographischen Gedanken von Benno Werlen – unter besonderer 
Berücksichtigung der „Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen. Bd. 2. [The Geographic 
Ideas of Benno Werlen, with Special Attention to the “Social Geography of Everyday Regionalization] – 
Japanische Zeitschrift für Geographie 3, 91-128. 

MORIKAWA, H. (2000): The Post-war Development of Human Geography in 
German-speaking Countries: With Special Reference to German Social Geography from Hans 
Bobek to Benno Werlen. – Japanische Zeitschrift für Geographie 109, 3, 445-468. 

ARNOLD, H. (1998): Kritik der sozialgeographischen Konzeption von Benno Werlen [Critique 
of Benno Werlen’s Social Geography Conceptions]. In Geographische Zeitschrift, 135-157. 

 
HARD, G. (1998): Eine Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen [A Social Geography of 
Everyday Regionalization]. – Erdkunde 52, 250-253. 

Sozialgeographische Bibliothek (Social Geography Library) 
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BLOTEVOGEL, H. H. (1997): Werlens ‚Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen‘. 
Beitrag zu einer kritischen Diskussion [Werlen’s ‚Social Geography of Everyday Regionalization’: 
Contribution to a Critical Discussion]. Vortrag gehalten anläßlich der Sonderveranstaltung 
„Autoren stellen sich der Kritik“ am 51. Deutschen Geographentag, Bonn, 7. Oktober 1997. 

 
OßENBRÜGGE J. (1997): Werlen, Benno: Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen. 
[Werlen, Benno: Social Geography of Everyday Regionalization]– Zeitschrift für 
Wirtschaftsgeographie 4, 249-253. 

WEICHHART, P. (1997): Sozialgeographie alltäglicher Regionalisierungen. Benno Werlens 
Neukonzeption der Humangeographie [Socialgeography of everyday RegionalizationL Benno Werlen’s 
New Conception of Human Geography]. – Mitteilungen der Österreichischen Geographischen 
Gesellschaft 139, 25-45. 

GROSS, P. (1992): Horizons bornés et évasion. De la productions sociologiques récente en 
Suisse alémanique. [On the Production of a Sociology Centered on German Switzerland] – 
Schweizerische Soziologische Zeitschrift 1, 129-148. 

BRUNET, R. (1988): Les actions qui font l’espace. [The Actions which Create Space] – L’Espace 
géographique 2, 158. 

 

Kritische Debatte und Interviews – The author meets his Critics and Interviews 

Entervista Benno Werlen. In: Boletim Campineiro de Geografia. Vol 2, No. 3, Sao Paulo 2012, 
547–576 
Interview with Benno Werlen. In: Boletim Campineiro de Geografia. Vol 2, No. 3, Sao Paulo 
2012, 578–606 

[Images and Views of the World. From disciplinary representation to transdisciplinary Problems] 
WERLEN, B. (2013): Weltbilder und Weltsichten. Von disziplinärer Repräsentation zu 
transdisziplinären Problemstellungen. (Replik) - Erwägen, Wissen, Ethik, 24, 1, 76-91. 

[Society and Space: Social Spatiality.] 
WERLEN, B. (2013): Gesellschaft und Raum: Gesellschaftliche Raumverhältnisse. Grundlagen 
und Perspektiven einer sozialwissenschaftlichen Geographie. - Erwägen, Wissen, Ethik 24, 1, 
3-16. 

Benno Werlen. In: Hubbard, P. & Kitchin, R. eds. (2010): Key Thinkers on Space and Place. 
Sage, London, p. 461–468 

 
[Google Earth – A new Geographical View oft he World and ist potential Implications.] 
Google Earth – Eine neue Weltsicht und ihre möglichen Implikationen. Interview mit Benno 
Werlen – Schweizer Fernsehen 25.4.2007. In: Werlen, B.: Gesellschaftliche Räumlichkeit. Bd. 
2: Konstruktion geographischer Wirklichkeiten. Franz Steiner Verlag. Stuttgart 2010, S. 172– 
183 

 
[Europe is being made – Variations of a bottom-up construction] 
Europa wird gemacht – Variationen einer bottom-up Konstruktion. Interview mit Benno 
Werlen. In: Rhode-Jüchtern, T. (Hrsg.): Europa wird gemacht. Materialien zur Didaktik der 
Geographie und wirtschaftskunde. Bd. 23, Wien 2010, S. 253–262 

[Lines of Development of Social Geography. From Hans Bobek to Benno Werlen] 
WEICHHART, P. (2008): Entwicklungslinien der Sozialgeographie. Von Hans Bobek bis Benno 
Werlen. Sozialgeographie kompakt. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 
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[Sociology and Social Geography: An Analysis and Interpretation of Texts and Interviews with Helmut Klüter 
and Benno Werlen] 
SCHMIDT, H. (2004): Theorieimport in die Sozialgeographie. Eine Analyse und Interpretation 
von Texten und Interviews mit Helmut Klüter und Benno Werlen. OSG-Materialien 55. 
Osnabrück: Osnabrücker Studien zu Geographie. 

[Action-Centered Social Geography. A Critical Discussion of Benno Werlen’s Outline] 
MEUSBURGER, P. (Hrsg.) (1999): Handlungszentrierte Sozialgeographie. Benno Werlens 
Entwurf in kritischer Diskussion. Erdkundliches Wissen 130. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 
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